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The Pastor’s Desk                                                             
Welcome back! 

A warm welcome back is a common theme for September, when vacationing families, adults, youth and children, return from a summer that hopefully has refreshed and renewed all. If you are tired, it usually means you had a great vacation, because our American concepts of vacations do not always include rest!
But as we return to our routine of worship and Sunday school that is exactly what we want you to do in our worship and our fellowship. Matthew 11.28 tells us Jesus said “Come to me, all you that are 
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 in our worship                                .                  
  Worship news, prayers, joys and concerns
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Old Home Day
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 Missions, Youth Ministry, Conference and UCC News
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   In our community                          .
 Community News, Women’s Fellowship, 
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weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”


Sounds a little contradictory when we ask how a busy church like ours offers you the rest you need. It seems that each year we have more and more events, programs, opportunities for service and learning than ever! How is that rest?





�HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com"�www.dictionary.com�   defines[ rest ] as the “stopping of work or activity;” a state or period of refreshing freedom from exertion”. Is there any better definition of why Jesus tells us we find “rest” as a faith community, even with all of our activities? Simply put, I suggest there is very little exertion when the burdens of faith are shared by all, when the events and the activities are shared in planning and execution by all and when the entire church family enters and enjoys these opportunities to love!





There is “refreshing freedom from exertion” when we gather together in His Name!





Beginning with Old Home Day on the 17th, actually before that with set up and all, to the Family Fellowship activities planned, to our Mission projects, Youth Groups, Bible Studies and more; Come, all who are weary, and find your rest!





Welcome home!


Rev Bill
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Phone: 603-635-7025


Fax: 603 -635-1134
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“Like us” on Face book!





SUNDAY WORSHIP


10:00 A.M.   September – June


  9:30 A.M.   July and August


 Child Care and Sunday School 





Office Hours


8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.





Rev. Bill Ferguson – Pastor (�HYPERLINK "mailto:revbill819@gmail.com"�revbill819@gmail.com�)





Peggy Murphy – Office Administrator (�HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�)





Tom Seniow – Music Director


Sue Howard – Organist





OUR CHURCH COVENANT


We covenant one with another to seek and respond to the Word and Will of God.  It is our purpose to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the mission of this church to be witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world, while worshiping God, and striving for truth, justice and peace.  As did our ancestors, we depend on the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us.  We pray for the coming of the Realm of God, and we look with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life.








FIRST FOLKS


											


LOSSES


Mark Krawczyk passed away on July 21st at Holy Family Hospital.  We send 


our condolences to Elaine, Nathan, Mark Jr, Ami and Erin.





Condolences to Katina & Rob Swan and their family on the death of Katina’s mother, Susan Mitchell. 





JOYS


Congratulations to Marilyn & Bob Schweida on the August 2nd arrival of their new grandson, Luke Alexander Powers.  Parents are Bob & Marilyn’s daughter Karen & her husband Charles.





Dot Hill has a new great granddaughter!  Stella Dorothy Babcock was born August 12th. Parents are Dot’s granddaughter Jackie & her husband Matt.





Archer Daniel Clark arrived August 23rd.  Congratulations to Archer’s grandparents Dan & Marie Murphy, parents Jennifer & Ryan Clark, and big brother Chamberlain.





GET WELL SOON!


Get well wishes to Carolyn Durgin who is recovering from disc surgery.
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS ON WORLD COMMUNION 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 2, 2011     





We will be welcoming new members into the full faith and fellowship of the 


First Congregational Church of Pelham United Church of Christ on 


October 2, 2011. On Sunday September 25th, the Deacons and Rev Bill 


invite you to meet after worship for information and answers about our


church, the UCC and joining. If you have any questions beforehand, please contact our Diaconate Chairs Judy Boucher or Bob Diack, or Rev Bill.
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We will be returning to our regular time of 10 AM for Sunday Worship Services, beginning September 4th.





STEEPLETOPICS





Whether we like it or not summer is almost over and school is beginning its 2011-2012 year.  Orientation for three day classes is August 29th and for 2 and 5 day classes, it is August 30th. We begin our first day of classes August 31st and September 1st for these classes. As the new year begins we look forward to seeing all our new students and returning students as well. Many activities have been planned, so that the teachers and students will get to know each other in a few days. 





This year we are beginning an enrichment program for public kindergarten students that will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays . Two 2 1/2 hour classes will run - one in the morning and one in the afternoon.


�We are still continuing to accept registrations for this year. If you are interested in enrolling for our program or our enrichment program, please call the school at 603-635-2100.��The Steepletop Board








FROM THE DIACONATE





September’s Devotional


When there's a reconciliation journey to be made, we thank you, Lord, that we do not go alone, that there is one who goes ahead of us, even Jesus.  Amen.





Here are some highlights from the Summer Diaconate meeting:


We are so proud of our Junior Youth Group’s mission work at Heifer Farm and happy to hear of the safe and awesome bike trip that the Senior Youth Group had on Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket, and Hyannis!


We are looking forward to officially welcoming another group of new members to our church family on October 2nd!!


Thank you to everyone helping out during our summer worship services!  We had over 70 people attending service each Sunday, on average.


Altar Flowers:  If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar, please contact Peggy at the office.  You are welcome to take the flowers home after service or you may ask a Deacon to donate them to a shut-in.


We are encouraging ALL congregational members to wear their name tags on Sundays as we have many new faces that would like to know who you are.


Transportation to Church Needed?  If anyone has a need for transportation to church or a church function (e.g. church dinners/suppers), please contact the church office or a Deacon. 





Prayer List


Please help us keep the prayer list current.  You may contact Rev Bill or Peggy to let them know when someone needs to be added or removed from the list or needs a visit or call from Rev Bill.  





Worship Coordinators & Greeters


The Worship Coordinators for September are Jane Ambargis and Jane Provencal.  Our greeters for September are some of the new members of the church. 





As always, please contact a member of the Diaconate with any questions, comments, or suggestions.  Diaconate Co-Chairs Judy Boucher and Bob Diack can be reached at ja_boucher@comcast.net and bdiack@cio.com. 
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9/11 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF PRAYER 


AND REMEMBRANCE





For the Town of Pelham NH


6:00 PM  ~ September 11, 2011





On Sunday, September 11, 2011, the First Congregational Church UCC will be hosting a 9/11 Ecumenical Service of Prayer and Remembrance. The service is meant to be a reflection and mediation on the tenth anniversary of the World Trade Center tragedy. Churches in Pelham have been invited to participate, as well as the Pelham Fire and Police Departments.


This service of prayer and remembrance is open to all who would like to attend. We also welcome all who would like to participate in a choir for the event, if you are interested, please be in contact with Tom Seniow at �HYPERLINK "mailto:tseniow@mansd.org"�tseniow@mansd.org�  








Calling All Kids! 


Come Sing with Kids Choir��We'll try something 


new this year.  Kids 


of all ages are 


welcome to sing with


 the Kids Choir.  No 


age limits!  It  should


 be fun!  Rehearsals will start sometime in October.  If you'd like to try us out, short term commitments are fine   Take it one song/performance at a time, if you like.   





If you'd like to sing with us, please speak to Cheryl Koch, Melanie Surprenant or Harmony Campbell. 








WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP





            September Meeting Date �Mark your calendar. We will meet on Tuesday, September 27th. Hope you can all come.��       "Backpacks for Back to School" 


        Mission Project�Thank you for all your contributions.  The school supplies and backpacks are on their way to the kids that need them. Thank you from the kids and from Women's Fellowship!


�Cheryl Koch





BOOK SWAP CORNER


  


Ed Shiebler and Sandy Ellis have donated a small bookcase for the Fellowship Hall and we have created a BOOK SWAP CORNER. With the price of books being quite high, and with so many of us being avid readers, we encourage you to donate a book once you have finished and let someone else read it. Take as many as you like with the agreement that you will return it when completed. We are looking for both donations and borrowers!








NEWS FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE


 


With summer quickly ending and everyone returning to church the Mission Committee is planning on some new and different opportunities for you to participate in.  While we will continue to support the Food Pantry at St. Pat’s with volunteers and monthly non-perishable donations, the bi-monthly volunteering to serve dinner at the Sonshine Kitchen in Derry, the monthly visits to the Lowell Wish Project, the quarterly free community dinners and the Mission Possible opportunities, we want to challenge each of you a bit further to continue to not only help our local community but to reach further to national and international opportunities.    


 


We have made a connect with Habitat for Humanity, there is a home currently being built in Hudson, NH, if you are interested in volunteering please see one of the Mission Committee members for additional information, if we have enough interested we might be able to coordinate a group from the church to go.   


 


Our major project for the fall will be the UCC Mission 1 project.  This project will take place from 11-1-11 to 11-11-11 and it will unite all UCC churches to one united church on a shared mission for 11 days to feed the hungry and confront food-related injustices.   Our Mission Committee has taken on the challenge to join other UCC churches to help meet the following national UCC goals.


 


·         To collect 1 million items of HEALTHY FOOD ITEMS


·         To make an extra push for Neighbors In Need and collect $111,111 in online contributions


·         To write 11,111 letters to Congress asking our government to reform US foreign assistance in a way that more effectively benefits hungry and poor people worldwide.


 


We have set the following goals for our congregation and feel confident that we will be able to meet them with your help.


·         To collect at least 111 healthy food items for donation to the Food Pantry at St. Patrick’s Parish


·         To make donations of up to $1,111 for Neighbors In Need.   To raise money for this initiative the Mission Committee will host a Pot Luck Harvest Supper on Saturday, November 5th.   The committee will supply the turkey and a sign up sheet will be available for the other harvest related dinner donations.   We will request an $11 per family donation to support Neighbors In Need at this event. 


·         We will coordinate a letter writing campaign on Saturday 11/5 & Sunday 11/6 to send 111 letters to our local Senators and Representatives to encourage them to support assistance to feed the hungry both nationally and internationally.   Pre-addressed letters will be available at the church for signatures and collection. 


·         The week will culminate with a trip of those interested to the Old 


South Church in Boston for a nationwide service of thanks on Friday, 


November 11th at 11 am.  


 


We hope you will consider helping us meet our goals for this project 


and that you will continue to support our ongoing Mission opportunities. 








YOUTH GROUP NEWS


  


Our Youth Group trips this past summer were wonderful. Our Jr High Youth Group spent a weekend at Overlook Farm /Heifer International in Rutland MA and learned so much about our responsibility to the earth, calling for recycling and composting and sustainable environmental systems. They also spent their time learning and living as other cultures in the Overlook Global Village, even eating food that was compatible to each culture. And they spent chore time caring for and feeding the many animals that Heifer uses to “Pass on the Gift” to many people in the United States and around the world in hopes that they will be able to thrive with the offspring and gifts each animal offers. Congratulations to the kids for taking a weekend to learn and special thanks to their Advisors, Sandy and Steve Blanchard and Karen Rutherford.





Here are some thoughts that were written by a couple of our members when they got back home from Overlook Farm:


Erika       


At the Heifer Farm we all learned a lot of things. We learned how to take a navy shower and that only five percent of the world population lives in the US. We may only have five percent of the world population, but we consume way too much. Africa has fifteen percent of the world’s population, but they consume much less than us. We learned all of this when we did a world map activity. When we stayed at the global village I was in Guatemala. My group ate well. We had homemade tortillas, black beans, and carrots. It was really good. We had a fun time at the Heifer farm, and we all enjoyed and would like to go back again. 


Mark


At the trip to Overlook Farm I learned many things. In a map activity I found out that we have only 5% of the people in the world living in North America but we spend 48% of the money for personal use.  In Africa they only spend 9%. We should be grateful for what we have and help other countries. We could do that by donating to certain places like Heifer that will help people in other countries. I learned that people don’t have much food in those countries and they are very hungry but they work hard all day every day. They live a tough life, so we should do everything we can do to help them.





Our Sr High Youth Group spent 5 days on the Cape and Islands on a wonderful Bike trip, staying in the International Youth Hostels along the way. The biking was challenging at times, in the heat and in the wind, but the ocean was soothing and the fellowship was amazing! Pictures are available on the church Facebook page. Thanks to Gene and Judy Boucher, Maureen Ferguson and RB for their leading of the group. And special thanks to Joe Calabro and Denise Duff for providing transportation for the kids and the bikes.





YOUTH GROUP BEGINs AGAIN ON SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 18th. 


JR HIGH for Grades 6 – 8 will meet at 4:00 PM


SR HIGH for Grades 9 - 12 will meet at 6:30 PM. 


Please bring some goodies to munch on!





If you would like to help with our growing Youth group programs as Advisors, we will welcome your help. Please speak with Rev. Bill.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS





Welcome back! The CE Committee finds the most challenging and best time of year is the return of our Sunday School students and staff. We love to see how much the kids have grown over the summer and now are all ready for another exciting Sunday School year!


   


We are ready to meet you all on RALLY SUNDAY, September 11th. Teachers will be waiting after Time for All Ages to go to your classrooms and greet you all. We have classes for all children and youth from Pre-school through Grade 8, and RB is getting ready to introduce the new Confirmation class schedule soon for students in Grade 9 and above.





We are still looking for volunteers to help with Sunday School as teaching assistants. Please speak with Kelly Sauer if you can help out in any way. We anticipate close to 80 students this year, so as a growing church, we need your help.





Youth Groups will begin on September 18th with our Jr. High group meeting at 4:00 PM and our Sr High Group at 6:30. Again, if you would like to volunteer to help in any way, please speak with Rev Bill.





The CE Committee works hard to provide you with opportunities to learn about the love of God, the teachings of Jesus Christ and the presence of the Spirit in all of our activities and events. We hope you take the time to nourish your spiritual side by participating in some way.








FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS





Why We Serve and Sell Fair Trade Coffee at 1st Congregational Church of Pelham UCC?





We started selling Fair Trade coffee several years ago after a discussion about ways to use our purchasing/consumption to help struggling global neighbors raise their standard of living. Unfortunately, in the USA a lot goes to waste, while other folks around the world struggle to survive and gain dignity. We can’t bring about total global justice, but we can seek ways to make “the playing field” more level. Fair Trade Coffee helps in a tiny way. The product is good—so our sacrifice is minimal. The good we do outweighs any concerns. 





Sweatshops in the Fields: The US is the largest global consumer of the world’s coffee. BUT most coffee agricultural workers toil in “sweatshops in the fields.” Coffee prices are unstable; many third world farmers cannot maintain their families and land when the commodity price is low. Large companies maintain high retail prices, pocketing large profits from the low commodity prices.





Viable Solution: Fair Trade is a viable solution with a guaranteed minimum price paid to the grower. The importer also contracts to further assist the grower by providing affordable credit and technical assistance.





Win-Win: When you purchase certified Fair Trade products, you are changing the world by providing a fair exchange. Fair Trade builds right relationships between us buyers and the growers and sellers—relationships that are rooted in the principles of human dignity, social justice and global solidarity. Why not participate? It’s a win-win!





Ask our Mission Committee members about Fair Trade Coffee. 


It is a great product at a great price. Meanwhile you can look 


for the FAIR TRADE stamp on coffee at your favorite retailers. 


If Fair Trade products are unavailable at your retailers, 


ask them “Why not?”
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COMING SOON IN OCTOBER





TRIVIA CONTEST CHALLENGE


Get your teams together for the most anticipated fundraiser we have had in a while. A Trivia Contest has been developed to challenge and choose the most talented and smartest, and possibly the handsomest team EVER! 





Think you have a grasp on Trivia? Gather your team and watch for the announcement for a Pot Luck Supper on October 15th. There will be a charge per team to enter!








OLD HOME DAY, CONTD.





THE COUNTRY STORE


The Country Store needs your help to sell our products.  If you can work 2 hours - or more - during the day, please see Cheryl Koch.  The store will be filled with baked goods, jewelry, and SERRV items from around the world.  Please come help us out, -just taking payment and making change -and be part of the OHD fun!





PELHAM’S GOT TALENT


Special thanks to St. Jeanne D’Arc Credit Union for sponsoring this year’s “Pelham’s Got Talent” competition.





If you would like to be a Pelham’s Got Talent contestant, applications are available on line at (� HYPERLINK "http://www.pelhamoldhomeday.org" �www.pelhamoldhomeday.org�).  They are also available at the church office.





RAFFLE TICKETS


Raffle tickets and money may be dropped off at the church office up till noon on September 16th.  After that, plan to turn them in at the Raffle Booth (for the hourly raffle) or at the Women’s Fellowship Country Store (for the quilt raffle) on Old Home Day.  Extra tickets are still available in the church office.





PIES!  PIES!  PIES!


I need to start lining up pies for our Old Home Day Chicken Dinner dessert and need your help. If you could possibly provide a couple of pies to be served, I would greatly appreciate it!  All kinds are welcome, but due to space issues, please do not bring any pies that need to be refrigerated. Please let me know if you can help?


 


And if you would like to, you may also enter your pie in the PERFECT PELHAM PIE CONTEST.  All pies for the contest should be here by noon Old Home Day. 


 


Thanks.


Rev Bill
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OLD HOME DAY ~ September 17th





Just a reminder that Old Home Day is September 17th this year,  


 the third Saturday in September. We can really use your help on


 Friday September 9th from 6:00pm on and Saturday September 


10th @ 8:00am. We will be bringing out an assortment of items


 from the barn for set up such as the tables, chairs, snow fences,


etc. This is an excellent way to get involved and meet people in 


the church, plus it's a lot of fun! We also need more help on Friday, September 16th when we unload the trailers in RB's yard and set up all the items for the auction and the white elephant table. We are still collecting and accepting the green volunteer forms and will try to place you in an area that you would like to try for the actual OHD on the 17th. Please don't forget to buy your raffle tickets for the quilt raffle and the general raffle. Thank you to all who have helped bring items over from the beige tent to the trailers on various Sundays this summer. It has been a big help and we probably will need to do more runs before OHD. If you have any further questions, please speak to Dan or Marie Murphy or Debbie or Ron Schneider. Let's pray for good weather and a wonderful Old Home Day! 





The Chairs  





SET-UP SCHEDULE


We're still looking for volunteers to help with our usual setup work for Old Home Day.  If you are interested or have questions please contact Dan Murphy at 635-7045.  


  


Friday, September 9th - 		6pm to 8pm - Remove OHD stuff from the Barn at


 		the parsonage





Saturday, September 10th - 	8am to noon - Setup work in church yard and 


					parsonage.





Friday, September 16th -		 Noon to 8pm - Setup work for Food Tent, White


 					Elephant, Auction





Saturday, September 17th - 	Pelham Old Home Day





Sunday, September 18th - 	8am - Clean up and Breakdown Work 





PENNY SALE


If you have made up a basket for the Penny Sale, please get it to Sandy Blanchard by noon on Friday, September 16th.  For your convenience, you may drop your basket(s) off at the church office - Monday - Friday, 8 AM till 1 PM.  THANKS!




















