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The Pastor’s Desk                                                             
Martin E. Marty   a leading US commentator on religion - and the Fairfax M. Cone Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus at the University of Chicago, recently wrote that “Schadenfreude, or rejoicing in others’ misfortunes, is abundantly evident in responses, blogged and otherwise, to the bad/sad news about the decline of the famed Crystal Cathedral, a mega-church founded in the mid-1950s in California.”

I can remember, very fondly, my Mother preparing for church on Sunday mornings while the “Hour of Power” program played on the TV in the background. As a child with no understanding of theology, I was always intrigued by the number of worshippers attending the Service each week. But in reality now the church has a    $55-million-dollar debt and other “Mega-churches” have closed and downsized as well. (cont on page 2)
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  in our worship                                   .                  
        Worship news, prayers, joys and concerns
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  SUMMER SCHEDULE







  We will continue our Summer Worship Hour at 9:30 AM through August 28th. These
  summer services are usually a little less formal than our “regular” services, so feel
  welcome to come as you are!  The summer services help us to mix it up a bit in a 
  more relaxed atmosphere.  Following each service there will be some great Fellowship time.  Join us!
      In our classroom                               .
       CE, Adult Ed, Bible Study, Steepletop, Sunday School, Confirmation
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     In our work                                        .  
      Committees 
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     In our community                              .
  Community news, Women’s Fellowship
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OLD HOME DAY ~ SEPTEMBER 17th!





                                                                                                                     


     In our ministry                                   .  
  Missions, Youth Ministry, Conference and UCC News
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Join us for our next pot luck breakfast on Sunday, August
 14th,following morning worship.
SUMMER 2011
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First Congregational Church of Pelham


United Church of Christ


An Open and Affirming Congregation








about





3 Main Street


PO Box 847


Pelham, NH 03076


Phone: 603 635-7025


Fax: 603 635-1134


�HYPERLINK "http://www.pelhamucc.org"�www.pelhamucc.org�


E-Mail – �HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�


“Like us” on Face book!





SUNDAY WORSHIP


10:00 A.M.   September – June


  9:30 A.M.   July and August


 Child Care and Sunday School 





Office Hours


8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.





Rev. Bill Ferguson – Pastor (�HYPERLINK "mailto:revbill819@gmail.com"�revbill819@gmail.com�)





Peggy Murphy – Office Administrator (�HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�)





Tom Seniow – Music Director


Sue Howard – Organist





OUR CHURCH COVENANT


We covenant one with another to seek and respond to the Word and Will of God.  It is our purpose to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the mission of this church to witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world, while worshiping God, and striving for truth, justice and peace.  As did our ancestors, we depend on the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us.  We pray for the coming of the Realm of God, and we look with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life.








(Cont.) But Schadenfreude? DO we rejoice when houses of God close?  I suppose some do have a “turnabout-is-fair-play attitude” towards mega-church networks whom they believe built their own congregations in part by attacking denominations, even as these networks then became competitive “denominations” themselves. 


I have seen a different trend. Why is our church, the First Congregational Church of Pelham, UCC growing?


I believe there is a comfort in this denomination defined as “mainstream.” We acknowledge that our lives do vary as well as our beliefs, yet we find comfort in knowing that the person sitting in the pew next to us has determined these differences are not enough to separate us from the love of God as we find in Jesus Christ. Our common love for one another, rejoicing in the words of the Gospel, have created an atmosphere of love and care that is reversing the trend of mega-churches, bringing back the understanding of the Spirit found in mid-size churches and the relationships we form with each other. 


Churches our size provide opportunities for theological learning and equip us for “servant-leadership.” Look at the recent request for participation in the Disaster Bucket Collection request. We felt that we would be able to collect 10 buckets to assist in the tornado cleanup request from the Conference. And 45 were collected! This relationship we have formed in our church family is allowing us to grow in our understanding of the Gospel call to love. It is a return to a more personal worship atmosphere rather than the “Show and production” found in mega church worship. It is working for us! We are a caring and loving relationship based church. And I believe that is what is attractive.


We have work to do. We would like to find a place where all the new members with babies are welcomed each week, we have physical plant repairs that need to be done, we have a need for newer program models and upgraded communication needs. But we are alive and growing! We need to develop more programs for younger adults and continue to increase our Mission opportunities with our time and talents! We are realizing our dreams of stability and growth!


Please don’t forget the church during the summer months. And please carefully consider keeping current with your church pledging and commitments as we move through the summer months to our understanding of an increased Stewardship commitment in the fall!


Mega-churches are not going to disappear. But I believe they are now learning a lesson from the mid-size denominations like the UCC. It’s the Gospel message in what we say and do, not the size, that grows and spreads the true Word of God. Forget the Schadenfreude.  


Peace and Blessings !         			RB








FIRST FOLKS





JOYS!


Joining our church family through the Rite of Confirmation on 


June 5th were  Justin Frey, Emily Lamport, Joseph Zannoni. 


Joseph was also baptized that morning.





Melody Mulvaney and Wallace Fornero were married in the sanctuary on May 27th.





Kristy Boucher and Jay Pepper were married on June 11th at Flag Hill Winery in Lee, New Hampshire. Kristy is the daughter of Judy and Gene Boucher.





ACCOMPLISHMENTS!


Alex Webster won both first place (playing Beethoven’s Moonlight  Sonata on the piano) and second 


place (accompanying soloist Kelly Rogers to Imagine by John Lennon) at Pelham Memorial School’s Blue & Gold Revue. He was also awarded "Outstanding Accompanist 2011" at Music in the Parks on June 3rd. Alex is the son of Nancy and David Webster.





Andrew Ferguson received his Boy Scouts Eagle Award at the Eagle Court of Honor on June 4th.





THANK YOU!


Thank you to all who helped fill our “Boxtops for Education” house this spring.   We collected 420 boxtops in a very short time.  This gave the elementary school just under $50 to buy much needed supplies. What a great job!  The next batch will go to the middle school.


Jen, Eric, Nathan, Bradley & Matthew Sprague





CONDOLENCES


Rod Mansfield passed away on June 8th after a brief battle with cancer.  Rod was the Music Director here for many years, as well as Director of The New Greeley Singers.





Condolences to Glenn & Deanna Patterson and their family on the death of Glenn’s dad, Daniel Patterson on June 14th.








�
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STEEPLETOPICS





The middle of summer has arrived and it is time to think about school opening in another month. Steepletop will have orientation on August 29th for 3 day classes. For 2 and 5 day classes, it  will take place on August 30th. The first day of school will be August 31st for 3 and 5 day classes and September 1st for two day. We are still looking forward to register energetic youngsters for our 2011-2012 school year. If you wish to visit or sign up, please contact us.�� Besides the new fence that surrounds our playground, there is another new and exciting change.  Steepletop will be offering an enrichment program for children who attend public kindergarten. The program will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays with two sessions. The morning session will run 8:45 to 11:15 and the afternoon session from 12:15 to 2:45. This enrichment program will concentrate on art, cooking, math , science and computers.  Watch for a postcard in your mail with all the details. Please tell your friends and neighbors. 


�Have a healthy, happy , and  safe August!














THANK YOU!                       





As we have wrapped up another Sunday School year, we would like to take this time to thank Kelly Sauer for her amazing work as our Sunday School Superintendent. Her ministry to our children and youth has been wonderful, allowing us to be organized in our efforts to teach the children about God and Jesus’ love all through the year. We have about 75 children registered in our Sunday School programs, and it takes quite a bit of effort to organize curriculum, track teachers, run teachers meetings etc. Thank you Kelly!





We also thank our Sunday School teachers and our Christian Education Committee!
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FROM OUR CE BOARD


Another banner year for our Sunday School concluded with Children's Sunday and the Heifer Fair on June 12.  If you weren't there please check out the terrific photos in Fellowship Hall.  Our Sunday School continues to grow and flourish due to the dedication of the teachers and the parents of the students. As we look forward to next year, we will need at least one new teacher and would like to identify more volunteer "back-up" teachers for each class.  If you have ever felt the inclination to teach Sunday School, you have the opportunity this summer to volunteer to teach one of the summer school classes in our "Animal Crackers" curriculum.


These are easy to lead sessions with very little prep required.  Please see one of the CE Board members or Rev. Bill to sign up.





Respectfully submitted,


Maryanne Masterson








Personal Pastoral Visits





Due to the growing number of members in our congregation, if there is anyone who would like to meet and spend some time together in your home, at a coffee shop or at the church, to talk about life, love, faith and the church, please feel free to give me a call. It also gives me the opportunity to thank you for being a part of this beautiful faith family at Pelham UCC. -Peace, RB








FROM THE DIACONATE





Summer’s Devotionals


Lord, we do thank you for rescuing us from many dangers, toils and snares. Now let the relief of our rescue be translated into a responsibility to love, lift and liberate the oppressed.  Amen


O God, you care for me personally and as a whole person, so I am bold to ask:  heal me in the ways I need to be healed.  Amen.





Here are some highlights from the June Diaconate meeting:


For Mother’s Day 2012, we will find a way to keep Sunday School teachers who are mothers in the sanctuary for service; 


We have received lots of very favorable feedback regarding Confirmation  & Senior Sundays; 


Our church has offered to PFD to host a September 11th prayer service this year for the 10th anniversary - details forthcoming;


Summer Worship Hours begin July 3rd and end August 28th.  Service will begin at 9:30;


A suggestion was made to set up a couple of tables during fellowship hour for those that would like to sit; great idea!


Altar Flowers:  If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar, please contact Peggy at the office.  You are welcome to take the flowers home after the service or you may ask a Deacon to donate them to a shut-in.


We are encouraging ALL congregational members to wear their name tags on Sundays as we have many new faces that would like to know who you are.


Transportation to Church Needed?  If anyone has a need for transportation to church or a church function (e.g. church dinners/suppers), please contact the church office or a Deacon. 





Prayer List


Please help us keep the prayer list current.  You may contact Rev Bill or Peggy to let them know when someone needs to be added or removed from the list or needs a visit or call from Rev Bill.  





Worship Coordinators & Greeters


The Worship Coordinators for July are Donna Clark and Harmony Campbell and for August are Paul Knudsen and another Deacon.  Our greeters for July are members of the Music Committee and for August are volunteers from the congregation. 





As always, please contact a member of the Diaconate with any questions, comments, or suggestions.  Diaconate Co-Chairs Judy Boucher and Bob Diack can be reached at ja_boucher@comcast.net and bdiack@cio.com. 








TRUSTEES CORNER						��The Trustees have been busy working on the parking lot improvements


 these past few months. The failed drain in the parking lot has now 


been repaired. It is safe to park around it now. ��We are looking into other possibilities of expanding our parking lot before


 the Spring, when the state of NH starts construction of the new rotary. ��The replacement of the Church's front doors has been delayed, while we look for another contractor. We hope to get them replaced as soon as possible . ��We are also planning to remove the rear right pew bench in the back of the church to accommodate four rocking chairs for our members with very young children.








�EMBED Unknown  \* MERGEFORMAT���





I WAS WONDERING….			





EACH MONTH we will try to answer some of 


the basic questions we get from our Church 


members about our Worship practices and beliefs. 


If you have a question you would like discussed, 


please drop a note into the collection box on 


Sunday or in Rev Bill’s mailbox in the stairwell.





Do we use the “Fellowship Book” to track worship attendance? 





In an effort to help our church grow, we do use the weekly sign-in sheets to track the attendance of visitors and attendees so that we can send them personal notes. We have found that many people have been drawn to our church with these notes of welcome. We do not track the attendance of church members. By signing the Fellowship Book you are setting a good example for those who are visiting with us for worship, allowing an opportunity to greet someone new sitting beside you by name, or be reminded of someone’s name by glancing at the book.
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OLD HOME DAY SOUVENIR BOOK





Every year Hal Lynde and his “crew” work very hard to make our Old Home Day booklet better than last year’s book!  And they are doing just that again this year!





If you or someone you know would like to place a business ad, please speak to Hal or stop by the church office to pick up an application. Ads are $50 for 1/3 page, $70 for ½ page and $120 for a full page ad.





You can also support Old Home Day by listing your name and/or those of loved ones in our souvenir book under one of the categories below: 


�ADVANCE \d4�Sponsor - $5 to $24 


Benefactor - $25 to $99 


Patron - $100 or more





Proceeds from the booklet are used to offset the costs of Old Home Day and provide support to the community as well as our mission and charitable causes.





If you would like to help, please fill out the form below, make your check payable to "The First Congregational Church" and mail both to:


First Congregational Church


Old Home Day Ad Book


PO Box 847


Pelham, NH 03076 








Yes, I would like to help support our 105th Old Home Day Ad Book. 


Please list me as a:





_____Sponsor (donation of $5-$24)





_____Benefactor (donation of $25-$99)





_____Patron (donation of $100 or more)





Name(s) as you would like to appear in the Ad Book:


_______________________________________








OHD PENNY SALE





Are you and your family/group looking for a special way to help out with Old Home Day? Perhaps you


 are unable to volunteer 


at Old Home Day, but 


would still like to help 


our church. How about


 putting together a gift 


basket that reflects your family's or group's unique interests. Some possible themes for the gift baskets are: movie basket, candle basket, Girl Scout cookie basket, bird lover's basket, game night basket, scrap booking basket, sport themed basket, knitting basket, gardening basket, fishing basket, etc. The possibilities are endless. Let your imagination run wild and help OHD at the same time! We have extra baskets and wrap if you don't have any; just bring in your items and we will arrange the basket for you! You can also donate a new item or gift certificate that will entice people to purchase raffle tickets.  





Your family/group's name will be displayed with the item at the Penny Sale. Show everyone just how creative you can be! You can drop off your donations for the penny sale at the church office. Thanks in advance for making the Penny Sale a hit! Any questions, just call Sandy at 603 635-8974.





The Blanchard Family 








�





If you need more “ticket forms” for the main raffle, please stop by the office!  Lots of great prizes this year!








A NOTE FROM OUR OHD CHAIRS….





This year for the first time OHD will be accepting credit cards for the Auction Only. Thanks to Dave Aubin and Dan Murphy, we will be trying a new electronic system through a cell phone to record your purchases if you choose to do so. So many possiblities!


 


We are now accepting donations of goods for our white elephant and auction tables. Please drop your items off in the beige tent alongside the church driveway. We no longer need to drop off in fellowship hall!  We will be asking for help on various Sundays after church to bring the sorted items over to the trailers for more permanent storage. Many hands make light work!  


 


Please don't forget to sign up to volunteer by using our new green forms in the pews, sign up by using the form on line, or by speaking to any of our OHD Chairmen - Dan and Marie Murphy or Ron and Debbie Schneider. 





Thank you for your support.  


Your OHD Chairs  








MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!


WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!





Sunday, August 12th – 


OHD meeting after church 11:00 am





Sunday, August 28th – 


OHD meeting after church 11:00 am





Friday, September 9th – 


Set Up from Barn 6:00pm to 8:00pm (need a lot of Help)





Saturday, September 10th – 


Set Up 8:00 am to Noon (more Help)





Friday, September 16th - Set Up from trailers 3:00pm to 8:00pm (Lots of Help)





Saturday, September 17th – 


Old Home Day 6:00 am to 8:00pm (Everyone!)











WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP				  ��On July 19th, we will have our Potluck Picnic at Mildred Leuteritz's


 home at 6 pm.  We will share fun and fellowship and good food


 together.  Speak to Cheryl or Mildred for directions.��“Backpacks for Back to School” Mission Project�We are kicking off our 2011 Backpacks for Back to School program.  Please join us to help make this year's Backpack program a success!  Help us provide much needed supplies and new backpacks to the children in our community who need help with this expense.  Please help us ensure that every child returns to school in the fall with supplies needed to succeed! Look for drop-off boxes in Fellowship Hall. Please help by bringing items or donating money to this project.  The kids will really appreciate it! ��Country Store at Old Home Day�The Country Store will be filled with yummy desserts, jewelry, and SERRV items from all over the world.  The Quilt raffle will be here too.  We can use your help to bake for the Bake Sale table, and to donate your unneeded jewelry to the jewelry sale.  And if you can help sell things on Old Home Day for 2 hours at a time, or longer, we can use the help.   Please see Cheryl to sign up for a time slot.  Come be part of the Old Home Day fun!  Thank you!








�





YOUTH GROUP NEWS						





We are looking forward to two summer trips for our JR and SR High Youth 


group members this summer.


  


From July 12 through the 16th, our Senior High Youth Group members headed down to Cape Cod and the Islands for a Bike Trip. The trip took them on the ferry from Woods Hole to Martha’s Vineyard to Nantucket and back to Hyannis. 


  


On July 23rd – 25th members of our JR High Youth Group will be off on their first ever Junior High Mission trip to Heifer International Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA. They will spend the three days learning about Heifer International’s work, caring for the animals there and participating in a Hunger meal experience. We know they will come back with great ideas and expectations for future trips.








�





SUMMER MISSION MOMENTS





We are excited to be able to offer exciting new Mission Opportunities for the summer months! We hope you will be able to join us. These events are for everyone who wishes to come and learn, and it would be extremely helpful to know if you are planning on coming with us so signup is very important!





JULY 25- The New Hampshire Food Bank serves as the only Food Bank in the state.  Every year, the Food Bank distributes over 6.5 million pounds of donated, surplus food to 412 food pantries (including here in Pelham), soup kitchens, shelters, day care centers and senior citizen homes. These registered agencies in turn provide the food to the over 127,200 different men, women and children throughout New Hampshire each year. Hours worked at the Food Bank will result in discounted prices for the Pelham Food Pantry. �HYPERLINK "http://www.nhfoodbank.org"�www.nhfoodbank.org�





TBA -  Seafarer’s Friend has served the maritime community in New England for over 180 years and ministers to the needs of merchant mariners from all over the world.  They are the face of humanity to those who often only are visited by those with either ship’s business or security concerns. Seafarer’s Friend is a non-denominational Christian organization found in Boston, Portsmouth, and Portland, that visits fishing vessels and other fishing related industries to provide assistance and religious counsel. For churches they offer an opportunity to grow in faith and understanding of other cultures. Volunteers serve many ways. Clothing for cold winter months and Ditty Bag items are always needed.  For more visit �HYPERLINK "http://www.seafarersfriend.org"�www.seafarersfriend.org�.   





TBA -The Farm at Long Island Shelter in Boston Harbor is a 4-acre organic vegetable, flower and herb farm located on Long Island in Boston Harbor. Each year, The Farm produces nearly 30,000 pounds of high quality first harvest produce (eggs and honey too) for the over 800 homeless individuals served each day and has had a tremendous impact on the quality of food the individuals in  shelters and programs receive. �HYPERLINK "http://www.fobh.org/the-farm--longisland"�www.fobh.org/the-farm--longisland�.








Many thanks to all who supported our “Disaster Bucket Drive!”





The Tepolt Family in memory of Aunt Marg & Leslie


Tina Kenyon in honor of Craig Smith who completed his Eagle Scout Requirements


The Ferguson Family in honor of Andrew’s graduation


Peggy & Neal Murphy in memory of her dad, Antone Cruz


Joe & Deb Calabro in honor of their son David’s graduation from UMASS with honors


Shirley Hanson


Dot Hill in memory of Anne Hince


The Schneider Family in honor of Fathers on Fathers’ Day


The Records Management Department at Bristol Meyer Squibb


Ed Shiebler & Sandy Ellis in honor of Steve & Sandy Harvey


Sue & Stan Mikutel 


Chris & Sharon Mikutel


“In Honor of Fathers”


The Handbell Choir


The Collins Family


Sandi & Wendell Grant


The Christie/Aubin Family


Doug & Lorrie Hjorth


Joyce & Bill McDevitt


Donna Quigley


The Webster Family


Women’s Fellowship


The Frey Family


Margaret & Michael Oxner in honor of their children, Britttany, Emily & Michaly


Jane & David Provencal in memory of their fathers, Donald E. Burton & Norman Provencal


The Ely Family


Mary Mullen


Milli & Paul Knudsen


Sharon & Pete Hone


And all those who donated “Anonymously” 
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AN UPDATE FROM UCC DISASTER MINISTRIES


 										


In an email received June 22, 2011, Florence Coppola, Executive for National Disaster Ministries, reports that $144,459.44 has been given to the Spring Storms appeal. The goal is $250,000.  Visit:  UCC Spring Storms Appeal to read more.


 


Coppola's email goes on to say:  


As I send this note to you, I am thinking about a phone call that came from Wade Schemmel this afternoon.  Wade called to alert me to the fact that approximately 11,000 people are being evacuated from Minot, ND (a UCC local church sits in the path of the water) today as water from the Souris River moves in their direction...in other places people are sandbagging in an attempt to hold back the waters or protect their property...in other places people are evacuated from their homes due to wildfires...in other places people have been made homeless because of wildfires, tornadoes and flood waters that have already overtaken their community...in still other places, people wait to learn when they will be able to travel to assist those in need.


 


These past six months have seen unprecedented disasters in the United States including record breaking numbers of tornadoes and river water levels higher than they have been in the last fifty to sixty years.  Many local storms have not even reached national attention.  Hurricane season has just begun.


 


The United Church of Christ has a number of local churches in the middle of many of the disasters that have occurred.  Of the church facilities that have been damaged most incurred minor "scrapes and bruises;" some a little more than that; and some members have had their homes damaged or destroyed.  Damages to facilities and homes has not stopped church members from assisting people in their communities.  One Great Hour of Sharing solidarity grants have gone to UCC churches in Alabama, North Carolina, South Dakota, New Mexico and Massachusetts in the amount of $2,000 each.  These funds were mostly used by churches to provide emergency relief in their communities providing shelter, food and water to people in need; and providing some funds to church members as might be needed.  Additionally, $5,000 has gone to Church World Service to support shipments of thousands of clean up buckets, hygiene kits and blankets; CWS staff training is now taking place in several States to help communities organize for the long term recovery;  $5,000 and $1,000 grants have gone to Massachusetts and Ohio long term recovery committees who have been working to assist home owners back into a safe place to live.  $12,900 has been spent to send partners in Tennessee, Georgia and Vermont safety equipment (Tyvek suits, goggles, gloves and respirators) to protect local volunteers who are helping home owners to clean out their houses.  


 


A number of us have been using the phrase "long term recovery is a marathon, not a sprint" - this will truly be a long haul across the United States.  It will take years of hard work to restore communities physically and spiritually.  The United Church of Christ will participate in the recovery to the best of our ability working alongside local partners.








GENERAL SYNOD MEETS


Should fellowship Time after worship be “peanut-free and vegetarian?”


Should Muslim clerics be invited to 9/11 Services?


What about the responsibility to invest in funds that support peace?


Where do we make a stand for peace as it relates to the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty? 


Will we stand for the “right to Marry” legislation issue in New Hampshire? Or the Right to Work legislation?


Can a Roman Catholic priest come and co-officiate at a baptism here in our sanctuary?


These are some of the questions that may be discussed after the United Church of Christ’s General Synod this summer. 





General Synod (GS) is about to meet again! GS is our church-wide deliberative body. It’s also our denomination’s family reunion that takes place every two years in a different location. This summer it is in Florida. 


GS is a time for worship, inspiration, study, discernment and more. Delegates from across the denomination are elected by their local leadership teams and are in proportion to the size of the Conference. 


While General Synod provides the most visible voice of the “stance of the denomination” on any particular issue, the covenantal polity of the denomination means that General Synod speaks to local churches, associations, and conferences, but not for them. Thus, the other settings of the church are allowed to hold differing views and practices on all non-constitutional matters.


So, this summer, as GS discerns the Spirit’s movement on questions such as our relationship with youth ministry, Muslims, banks, mutual recognition of Baptism, food, LGBT parents, healthcare, Puerto Rican political prisoners and more, we will be listening … and then we will engage in our own discussions and discernment. [Find out more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ucc.org/synod" �www.ucc.org/synod�].











_1340001557.unknown

