Wherever we spend ourselves, our time, and our possessions - there will our hearts seek to be also. Lent and its lengthening of days offers the antidote to loneliness and wandering. In this month’s newsletter is a schedule for Daily Scripture readings for Lent. Take 5 minutes a day to read and reflect and remember we have been reformed after the likeness of our Lord. Remember your Baptisms.
Peace and Blessings.

RB
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FIRST FOLKS  

LOSSES

We send our condolences to 

Paula Heuther and her 

family on the death of her mother, Pauline Alderson, on January 29th. 

Judy Boucher’s Dad, Bud Wheeler, died February 21st at his home in Florida.  We send our condolences to Judy, Gene and their family. 

Condolences also go to the Ferguson Family on the death of Maureen’s aunt, Kate Jenness.

We also send condolences to the Mikutel family on the recent death of Stan’s aunt.

GET WELL SOON!

Get well wishes to Sue Howard who had cataract surgery on February 1st.

CELEBRATIONS

On February7th, 20 new members joined our church family.  Welcome to: David Aubin, Shelbeigh Campbell, Hope Christie, Eddie Griskus, Ryan Hurley, Sarah Hurley, Diane Judson, Phillipe Lachance, Dorothy LaRochelle, Tom LaRochelle, Sally Leahy, Chris Ludwig, Cody Ludwiq, Sherra Ludwig, Mary Mullen, John Perez, Kristine Perez, Juliette Pieslak, John Sallese, and Sally Willette.
Congratulations to Andrew Ferguson on the completion of his Eagle Scout Project – a new 
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sign for the West Road Conservation Land in Hampstead, New Hampshire.  The new sign shows the many trails, color coded, that folks can use for activities such as hiking and cross country skiing and is located in the parking area of the West Road Conservation Land.

On February 13th we celebrated the baptism of Jackson Theodore Pieslak.  We send our best wishes to Jackson and his parents, Juliette and Steve.

THANK YOU!

On a cold windy Saturday morning, February 19, the Pelham Food Pantry was looking for help moving food and materials from the old Food Pantry Trailer to the converted spacious new Food Pantry behind ST Patrick’s School. After a quick e-mail and Facebook notice, I was so proud to see so many come and join together to serve their community! In less than an hour, food and materials were transferred and new shelves were stocked with food! The message of the Gospel is living through your service; love your neighbor!

Thanks to Jonathan, Matt and Ed Yourtee, Glennie Edwards, Jane Provencal, Becca Collins, Ally Lamport, Connor Patterson, Chris and Kristen Michaud, Libby and Natalene Gorfine, Liam Miller, Jason Wang, and Maureen Ferguson for your service and your show of care for those who are served by the Pantry! 

Jean Robarge would like to thank everyone who helped her with transportation last month!
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2011 OFFERING ENVELOPES
We still have several boxes of 2011 Offering Envelopes in Fellowship Hall.  If you still haven’t picked up yours, please pick up your box the next time you are at church.  
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PANCAKE PALOOZA - 6:00 PM

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP

7:00 PM

As we enter into the season of Lent, join us for a Pancake Palooza in our Fellowship Hall for a feast of ALL YOU CAN EAT PANCAKES!

Blueberries, Strawberry and Whipped cream, Chocolate Chip and more will be served. (Gluten Free will also available!)

In the United States, the term Shrove Tuesday is less widely known than Mardi Gras, which has become more familiar as a party festival in New Orleans.

In the United Kingdom and many other countries, the day is often known as Pancake Day. Making and eating such foods was considered a last feast with ingredients such as sugar, fat and eggs, whose consumption was traditionally restricted during the ritual fasting associated with Lent.

We are combining a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Festival with our Ash Wednesday Worship observance to help educate our younger church school kids about this important observance of Lent.

We hope all families, young and old, come and join us for a wonderful evening of celebration, fun and faith.
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2011 DAILY LENTEN READINGS

March 9 ~ Ash Wednesday
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
March 10 
Romans 1:1-7  

March 11 
Romans 1:8-17
March 12 
Matthew 18:1-7

March 13 
Matthew 4:1-11

-3-

March 14 
Hebrews 2:10-18

March 15 
Hebrews 4:14—5:10

March 16 
Matthew 18:10-14 

March 17 
2 Timothy 1:3-7 

March 18 
Romans 3:21-31 

March 19 
Luke 7:1-10 

March 20 
John 3:1-17 

March 21 
Hebrews 3:1-6 

March 22 
Romans 4:6-13 

March 23 
John 7:53—8:11 

March 24 
Colossians 1:15-23 

March 25 
Ephesians 2:11-22 

March 26 
John 4:1-6 

March 27 
John 4:5-42 

March 28 
2 John 1-13 

March 29 
1 Corinthians 10:1-4 

March 30 
John 7:14-31, 37-39 

March 31 
Ephesians 4:25-32 

April 1 

Ephesians 5:1-9 

April 2 

John 1:1-9 

April 3 

John 9:1-41 

April 4 

Acts 9:1-20 

April 5 

Colossians 1:9-14 

April 6 

Matthew 9:27-34 

April 7 

Revelation 10:1-11 

April 8 

Revelation 11:15-19 

April 9 

Luke 24:44-53 

April 10 
John 11:1-45 

April 11 
Acts 20:7-12 

April 12 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

April 13 
Matthew 22:23-33 

April 14 
Philippians 1:1-11 

April 15 
Philippians 1:21-30 

April 16
 Mark 10:32-34 

April 17  ~ LITURGY OF THE PALMS 

                   
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

                 
Matthew 21:1-11  

     LITURGY OF THE PASSION 
                   
Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 31:9-16  

                  
 Philippians 2:5-11 

              
Matthew 26:14—27:66 
April 18 
John 12:1-11 

     April 19 
John 12:20-36 

April 20 
John 13:21-32 

April 21 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

April 22 ~ Good Friday 

John 18:1—19:42  
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
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Thank you all for buying 

goodies at our Bake Sale on 

Feb. 13.  We made $148.00 

which will be going to support 

our many mission projects, 

such as Lazarus House, Pelham Food Pantry, Church World Service, etc.  We appreciate your generosity and support of our work.  

Daffodils for American Cancer Society
Your orders for Daffodils have been received (deadline was Feb. 27), and sent on to American Cancer Society.  Daffodil Sunday here at our church will be March 20. The Flowers will be on the altar that day, and you may pick up your order after service.  So many in our church have been touched by cancer, and this is a great way to both welcome Spring (finally!) with beautiful flowers, and support research to eliminate this pervasive disease.  Thank you for your support.

Collage Workshop
On Tuesday, March 22, our next regular Women's Fellowship meeting, we will be making Collages.  Nancy Varnum from Pawtucket Chrch in Lowell will be leading the workshop.  Nancy was with us last October to show us how to make Paper Prayers, and we look forward to her enthusiastic direction of the Collages.  A short business meeting will be held at 7 pm, and we will begin the collages around 7:30.  Please come for an interesting evening, and then coffee/tea and dessert.

Hygiene Kits
Thank you for your contributions of items needed for the kits.  They were assembled by the Women's Fellowship ladies at our meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 22.  Disasters have hit hard in many places around the world and here in the states.  The kits give people valuable help, and knowing others care, means a lot to them.  Church World Service is performing a valuable service to those who need it most.  Thank you!

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Koch
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

One Great Hour of Sharing is one of the four seasonal offerings of the UCC that makes the love of Christ real for individuals and communities around the world who suffer the effects of disaster, conflict, or severe economic hardship, and for those who serve them through gifts of money and time. Today, projects are underway in more than 100 countries, including the United States and Canada. Annually, receipts exceeded $15 million!  While specific allocations differ in each denomination, all use their One Great Hour of Sharing funds to make possible disaster relief, refugee assistance, development aid and more. From the beginning this has been an ecumenical effort.

 As denominations changed and merged, One Great Hour of Sharing has varied from eight to twenty-nine participating communions. Currently, the One Great Hour of Sharing committee officially comprises nine Christian denominations: the United Church of Christ, American Baptist Churches USA, African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Church of the Brethren, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Reformed Church in America, and Church World Service.  In various ways, all work in cooperation with Church World Service, the relief, development and refugee assistance arm of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing make a difference in the lives of people. 

Church World Service, a division of the National Council of Churches, with overseas partner churches and church councils are often the first on the scene following a disaster of natural or human origin. Local church leaders identify the needs of their people. Priorities are set to bring long-term solutions that will improve the quality of life for individuals and communities around the world. One Great Hour of Sharing, nearly 50 years old, continues to respond to needs equally critical as when it was first created.  Offering envelopes are attached to this newsletter for your prayerful consideration.

FROM THE DIACONATE

March’s Devotional

“May the Lord bless you and take good care of you.  May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you.”

Here are some highlights from the February Diaconate meeting:

· A warm welcome to our two new Deacons, Alicia Hennessey and Bryce Henderson!!

· Ash Wednesday is March 9th.  The Board of Christian Education is sponsoring a Pancake Palooza at 6PM before the Ash Wednesday service at 7PM.  

· Altar Flowers:  If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar, please contact Peggy at the office.  You are welcome to take the flowers home after service or you may donate them to a shut-in and a Deacon will make the delivery.

· We are encouraging ALL congregational members to wear their name tags on Sundays as we have many new faces that would like to know who you are.

· Transportation to Church Needed?  If anyone has a need for transportation to church or a church function (e.g. church dinners/suppers), please contact the church office or a Deacon. 

Prayer List

Please help us keep the prayer list current.  You may contact Rev Bill or Peggy to let them know when someone needs to be added or removed from the list or needs a visit or call from Rev Bill.  

Worship Coordinators & Greeters

The Worship Coordinators for March are Bob Frey and Paul Knudsen.  Our greeters are members of the Pastor Parish Committee. 

Our next Diaconate meeting is March 8th at 7PM.  Please feel free to drop by if you are interested in attending and would like to learn more about the Diaconate.  As always, please contact a member of the Diaconate with any questions, comments, or suggestions.  Our Diaconate Co-Chairs Judy Boucher and Bob Diack can be
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reached at ja_boucher@comcast.net and bdiack@cio.com. 
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STEEPLETOPICS

Lots to celebrate this month!  Because of the saying “March comes in like a lion and out like a lamb," the children will be busy making lions and lambs.  As we create our wooly lambs and lively lions we are all anxiously awaiting the first day of spring. March 17th will arrive and we will be seeing quite a bit of green. Decorated leprechauns and shamrocks will be found everywhere. On St. Patrick's Day the children find that many "tricks" have been played by an  "invisible leprechaun".   Besides our celebrations, all the classes are learning a little about outer space.
         

Registration for our 2011-2012 classes has begun. On March 27th we will be holding our Open House on Sunday from 2 to 4 pm. If you are interested in any information, or if you know someone who is interested in our school which has been serving Pelham and the community for over 30 years, please call us at 603-635-2100. 

Happy Spring!  
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FROM THE CE BOARD

March Sunday School Schedule:

March 6th 
Sunday School/Communion Sunday

March 13th
Sunday School/Teachers' Meeting

March 20th
Sunday School/Lenten Workshop

March 27th
Sunday School

Happy March to everyone!  As we approach the start of Lent let's hope that the big snowfalls are behind us, and we can look forward to the start of spring.  The Christian Education Board has a busy month planned for the children in our Sunday School and for the larger church community.  

The highlight of the month will be the Lenten Workshop on Sunday March 20th.  Various tables will be set up in Fellowship Hall; each one will represent a different Lenten tradition or practice.  On that day the Sunday School Students will go from table to table in hopes of better understanding the Christian practice of Lent.  We encourage the rest of the church community to visit the tables after the service and to participate in any of the Lenten activities.  If anyone is interested in volunteering to run a table, or to help with the activities, please see any CE Board member.

To the many new families who have joined our church, welcome!  If you have a child or children you would like to register in our Sunday School please see our Sunday School director, Kelley Sauer after any church service.  Kelley would like to meet the new families and would be glad to discuss our Sunday School program.  

We continue to look for acolytes to open our church services by bringing the light of Christ forward.  Parents, if your 3rd grade through 6th grade child is interested in being an acolyte, please sign up on the acolyte form on the Sunday School bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.  The Deacons and the CE Board regularly schedule acolyte training for our 3rd and 4th grade classes.  We would be glad to add any interested 5th or 6th grader to the next training session.

Upcoming events:  Easter is Sunday April 24th.  There is no Sunday School that day.

Respectfully submitted,

Maryanne Masterson

CE Board
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PLEASE JOIN US!

MARCH 10, 2011   7:00 PM

NH CONFERENCE UCC 

WITNESS AND ACTION FORUM

ARIZONA IMMIGRATION LAW FROM A LEGAL AND FAITH PERSPECTIVE
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(from the NHCUCC Website)

“Consistent with actions and/or positions adopted by the United Church of Christ, the Mission of the Commission for Witness and Action is to witness publicly and visibly to the Gospel of Jesus the Christ in the following ways: 
· Assisting in leadership development that will foster covenantal relationships 

· Providing resources that encourage individual and congregational participation in local, Conference, national and global missions 

· Encouraging reflection and empowering action around the Biblical mandate "to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God" (Micah 6:8)“

On Thursday, March 10, 2010, the First Congregational Church of Pelham will be hosting the New Hampshire Conference Committee for Witness and Action as they present a forum for discussion concerning the effects of the Immigration Reform Bill of Arizona from a legal and faith perspective. Many area UCC churches and others will be invited to attend.

 At the NHCUCC Annual Meeting in 2011, the delegates of the NH Conference supported a resolution standing in solidarity with our sister churches in the Southwestern Conference of the UCC. The resolution included the following;

“The NHCUCC support the SWC call for an economic boycott of Arizona until SB 1070 is repealed; calling on NHCUCC members to consider using their influence with businesses, professional organizations and other organizations to relocate any and all meetings or conferences to be held in Arizona and to not make any purchase or contract with firms who are headquartered in Arizona. Member churches are called to consider prayer, study, protest, and other possible actions for immigrant rights, and the NHCUCC will mobilize our congregations for just and fair Federal Comprehensive Immigration Reform; and draw upon resources of the Justice and Witness Ministries of the UCC for congregational discernment and examples of action.”

  Needless to say, the resolution drew a great deal of discussion, questions and disagreements among the many delegates. In response to these discussions, the CWA is sponsoring several “church-meetings” to offer opportunities for continued discernment and education for all to learn about balancing our faith with our real world issues.

  One of the tenants of our faith is to open discussion and opportunities to be heard to lead us to the understanding God has for all Gods people. We hope you take part in the discussion.
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COMMUNITY NOTES

St. Patrick’s Church will be holding their annual Penny Sale on March 5th (9 AM – 6 PM) and 6th (9 AM – 3 PM) in the Parish Center.  Refreshments will be available at their Blarney Stone Café.  Drawings will be Sunday, March 6th at 3:30 PM.  You do not need to be present to win.
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Thank you!

On behalf of the Food Pantry of Pelham, I wish to thank you for your Souper Bowl donation.  Your donation of $416.21 towards the mission of the Food Pantry is a great help to those in need.  You are helping to make our community more of what God wants it to be.

Once again, I am grateful for your support.  Your responsible stewardship helps make it possible for The Food Pantry of Pelham to do God’s work.  May God bless you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Cheryl Brunelle
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The New Greeley Singers


Third Annual Cabaret Fundraiser





There’s No Business


Like Show Business


Showcasing our talented members





Saturday, March 26, 2011


7:00 PM





$15 ~ Adult admission


$10 ~ Children 12 and under


Limited Seating





Raffles, Refreshments





Sherburne Hall at the Village Green


Pelham, NH 03076





For tickets and information:


E-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:ngsingers@gmail.com" �ngsingers@gmail.com�


Or call Judy at 603 635-7438











