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The Pastor’s Desk                                                             
“Well it didn’t take too long to get back into the swing of things did it?” 
So said one wiser than I as we observed a wonderful Old Home Day moment on September 17th.  I will protect this person’s identity but she gave me a hug and said, “This is what I so much wanted for our church to be…relevant.” I found it to be such a profound comment. To be relevant…”Having a bearing on or connection with the matter at hand.”
As I contemplated that comment with a big bite of Fried Dough (or was it an orange…), I kept 
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    In our classroom                           .
 CE, Adult Ed, Bible Study, Steepletop, Sunday School, Confirmation
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   In our community                          .
 Community news, Women’s Fellowship, 
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thinking back during the day to that thought, to be “relevant”.  We want to be useful, we want to make a difference, we want to …”be.” Isn’t that one of the main themes of the Gospel message?  God recognizes each one of us as individuals created in God’s image. As Christians, we find our relevance in the message of Jesus Christ “to love one another” and to serve one another as we have been loved and served by God.


  


All the hard work of Old Home Day allows us to support and make a difference in Mission projects throughout the world, the nation and our home community. We are relevant because of the calling we have to help others! The fellowship we share during our times together, welcoming the teachers and kids back on Children’s Sunday makes us relevant to each other’s worship experience. The special 9/11 Tenth Anniversary Service makes us relevant in the community with shared Ecumenical Worship and honoring and remembering that we are stronger together than we are apart!





Everything we do as people of God makes us relevant! This year we are excited to introduce a new Confirmation Curriculum, new Fellowship events, and new hope-filled messages whenever we meet. We are reminded that God longs to be present with us, and all we need to do is ask, search and knock. To find our relevance and peace.





It is my hope this year, as we welcome new members, create new visions and goals, gather in God’s name to share our blessings, create new groups for even more opportunities to participate in God’s love, that we never, ever question the relevance God has placed on our fellowship and community, and that we continue to “Be” the Body of Christ for all to see!





Peace and Blessings,


Rev Bill
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“Like us” on Face book!





SUNDAY WORSHIP


10:00 A.M.   September – June


  9:30 A.M.   July and August


 Child Care and Sunday School 





Office Hours


8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.





Rev. Bill Ferguson – Pastor (�HYPERLINK "mailto:revbill819@gmail.com"�revbill819@gmail.com�)





Peggy Murphy – Office Administrator (�HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�)





Tom Seniow – Music Director


Sue Howard – Organist





OUR CHURCH COVENANT


We covenant one with another to seek and respond to the Word and Will of God.  It is our purpose to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the mission of this church to be witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world, while worshiping God, and striving for truth, justice and peace.  As did our ancestors, we depend on the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us.  We pray for the coming of the Realm of God, and we look with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life.








FIRST FOLKS							





JOYS


On 8/24/11 Frank Tredeau successfully defended his dissertation


 at U Mass Lowell and is now a PhD in Electrical Engineering with


 a concentration in power electronics.  Congratulations, Frank!





On September 11th, we celebrated the baptism of Andrew Logan Laher, son of Karolyn & Sahal Laher.  Congratulations to Andrew and his family.





LOSSES


Charles Sargent passed away on August 29th.  We send our condolences to Nancy and their family.





We send our condolences to George & Holly Sateriale on the death of George’s cousin, Jessica Shepherd.





GET WELL SOON!


Get well wishes go to Tom Reppenhagen, who is recovering from rotator cuff surgery.
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BETTER WORLD SHOPPING GUIDE


 


“The Better World Shopping Guide” has included Equal Exchange, the coffee wholesale purveyor, in the “Ten Small But Beautiful List” of small companies that are true social and environmental leaders in their industries. That same guide awarded Equal Exchange an A+ grade for its overall social responsibility!





The fair trade coffee movement was a hopeful sign that things are changing in small ways to improve a lopsided market system.





Fair Trade Coffee will again be served and offered for sale at First Congregational Church of Pelham UCC as our effort to be a social justice and fair trade supporter, as well as giving you the opportunity to have delicious organic coffee and tea in your home. See Debbie Schneider for information about orders.








         �





Mission: 1-11-11





For 11 days in November, the United Church of Christ will endeavor to live up to an inspiring vision: One United Church on a shared mission for 11 powerful days to feed the hungry and confront food-related injustice. 





We are being challenged to strive toward three goals:


Over 11 days, the United Church of Christ will collect more than 1 MILLION ITEMS OF HEALTHY FOOD and other household items for local food banks and outreach services. We will be collecting Food on Sunday November 6th. 





Over 11 days, the United Church of Christ will gather online contributions of $111,111 DOLLARS for Neighbors in Need, offerings that will be shared for hunger-action purposes with agencies of justice and compassion throughout the United States. Neighbors in Need Offering is in this month’s Newsletter and proceeds from the Harvest Dinner in November will be added to the offering.





Over 11 days, the United Church of Christ will offer 11,111 LETTERS TO CONGRESS asking our government to reform U.S. foreign assistance in a way that more effectively benefits hungry and poor people worldwide, helping to provide a major final push for Bread for the World’s 2011 “Offering of Letters” campaign.





All of these requests are voluntary. If you would like to participate, information will be available in the Fellowship Hall.








CONFIRMATION CLASS





Our 2012 Confirmation Class is now being formed with what looks like a very large class! The curriculum has been revised and will involve more involvement in the community and with church members to help with areas of discussion. We will be meeting with parents of new babies about Baptism, with local Funeral Home Directors about their ministry to grieving people, with various Boards and Committees about responsibilities and trips to Boston to discuss our religious heritage. 





Again, if you would like to help us, please speak with Rev. Bill as we help our youth along their own personal journey of faith with our own stories.








CHRISTIAN EDUCATION				





Welcome everyone to another Sunday School Year which opened 


with Rally Sunday on September 11.  We are blessed by the 


addition of both a new CE Board member AND teacher, Sally Willette, who has bravely volunteered for both openings.  Sally will be teaching our combined


grade 4 / grade 5 class. On the Christian Education bulletin board in Fellowship Hall you can see photos of all our classes and teachers.  A big thank you to all of our teacher volunteers (Kristin Michaud, Sandi Moletierri, Sally Willette, Bob Marion, Kate Marcotte and Ron Schneider) for the service you provide to the children of our church.





We are still looking for two Sunday School co-teachers: one to work with Sally in grades 4/5 and one to work with Bob in the grade 6 class.  A co-teacher agrees to become familiar with the class and the curriculum and agrees to substitute for the teacher whenever he or she cannot be there.  It is not an "every Sunday" commitment!  Any other brave souls out there?





We have planned an exciting school year.  Rev. Bill has updated the curriculum for the grade 7 / grade 8 class to be more appropriate for older middle school students.  He has also redesigned the confirmation class to incorporate more input from our church and our local community.  For the younger Sunday School students, we plan to include more mission work in the "One Room Schoolhouses" run on the Sundays of holiday weekends.  These will be similar to the project undertaken on Memorial Day when the children wrote letters to active duty NH servicemen and women.  If you have any suggestions please see any CE Board member.	





Respectfully submitted,


Maryanne Masterson
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STEEPLETOPICS





The school year is off to a great start. The children have all been working on the "All About Me" theme as well as working on the beginning sounds of the alphabet.  They are enjoying working and playing with new friends. Before long they will be working on some Halloween activities and we will have a Halloween party at the end of the month for all students.  Pictures will be taken on the 11th and 12th of this month but there will be no school on October 10th due to Columbus Day and no school on the 14th because of an early release day for public school.  





If you or anyone you know of has a child attending public kindergarten you may be interested in an enrichment program that we would like to have here at Steepletop. The classes would run on Tuesdays and Thursday mornings and afternoons and would include cooking and crafts. Please call the school if you have an interest in this type of program. Our number is 603-635-2100.





Our fund raiser will be starting up shortly. The students will be selling pies and cookie dough as they have done in the past and have been very successful.  All products will be delivered in time for the holidays.








FROM THE DIACONATE





October’s Devotional


Dear Lord, bless all those who are your storytellers tomorrow. Grant them such grace that they may be so caught up in your story as to forget themselves and be truly found alive and anew in you. Amen.





Here are some highlights from the September Diaconate meeting:


We received many compliments for an extremely touching 9/11 Service of Remembrance.  


The Diaconate hosted the local Faith and Light group on September 25th.  Food, fun, and fellowship were enjoyed by the entire group.  Faith and Light is an international, Christian ecumenical movement supporting people with disabilities and their families.


World Communion Sunday is October 2nd.  Breads from around the world will be served for communion as we celebrate our oneness in Christ with Christians around the globe.


The Diaconate will be sponsoring the church Harvest Dinner on November 12th.  More details to come.


Altar Flowers:  If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar, please contact Peggy at the office.  You are welcome to take the flowers home after service or you may ask a Deacon to donate them to a shut-in.


We are encouraging ALL congregational members to wear their name tags on Sundays as we have many new faces that would like to know who you are.


Transportation to Church Needed?  If anyone has a need for transportation to church or a church function (e.g. church dinners/suppers), please contact the church office or a Deacon. 





Prayer List


Please help us keep the prayer list current.  You may contact Rev. Bill or Peggy to let them know when someone needs to be added or removed from the list or needs a visit or call from Rev Bill.  





Worship Coordinators & Greeters


The Worship Coordinators for October are Mildred Leuteritz and Alicia Hennessey.  Our greeters for October are members of the Stewardship Committee. 





As always, please contact a member of the Diaconate with any questions, comments, or suggestions.  Diaconate Co-Chairs Judy Boucher and Bob Diack can be reached at ja_boucher@comcast.net and bdiack@cio.com. 





Respectfully submitted,


Gene Boucher





OHD QUILTERS NEED YOUR HELP!





We are asking for people to help us make the 2012 Old Home Day raffle quilt.  It takes many hands to cut, pin, sew, iron and quilt.





For 30+ years a quilt has been made for Old Home Day.  We usually meet once a week on a Monday evening, but we are willing to change to a morning as an option.





If you are interested in becoming a part of the quilting group, please speak to Marilyn Schweida or Alma Healey.








OLD HOME DAY WRAP-UP





The Old Home Day Chairs would like to thank everyone for the wonderful turn out that we had on September 17th. Everything went so smoothly with so many people pitching in to make it a memorable Old Home Day. We appreciated everybody's effort and time that contributed to the success of another year. We hope that you all had fun, were able to meet some new people in church, and were able to enjoy the spirit and the comraderie of the day. It is an extraordinary privilege for us and our church to be able to participate in an event that is an unbelievable on going tradition that shows the strengths and compassion of Pelham's townspeople. Thank you for all your support and enthusiasm and hopefully we, as a church, will be able to continue the tradition with the same success next year. Thank you all again! Debbie and Ron Schneider and Dan and Marie Murphy





PERFECT PIE WINNERS					


First Place:	Alison Blanchard (Cherry Pie)


Second Place:	Aimee Duquette (Apple Pie)


Third place:	Joyce McDevitt (Pecan Pie)





OLD HOME DAY QUILT WINNERS!


Dan & Georgia Atwood





PENNY SALE


Old Home Day is over and the Penny Sale coffee cans have been packed away for another year!  I just want to thank everyone who donated items/baskets to the sale.   All the wonderful items/baskets donated generated a lot of ticket sales!  I also want to thank everyone who volunteered at the Penny Sale table during the day on Saturday.  It couldn't be done without all of your help.  A big thank you goes out to Peggy for all of her help in the office and her willingness to have the church office turned upside down as winners come in to pick up their items.


Sandy Blanchard
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TRIVIA CONTEST


SATURDAY NIGHT OCTOBER 15th





FAMILY FELLOWSHIP EVENT  (Open to all in the church and the community)





Think you are good at trivia? Want to show off? Want to win recognition and prizes?  Get your team together and enter the Trivia Challenge on October 15th following a Pot Luck Supper here at the church.





The rules are simple; Get a team of five people together. Entry cost is $5 per person, or $25 per team.





Then get ready to compete. Who is smarter? Deacons? Trustees? Youth Group Leaders? Families? Choir Members? Community Groups? Make a sign to advertise your Team, dress up, whatever attention you need to intimidate the other teams, do it!





Trivia Questions have been collected and are all general knowledge across a wide range of subjects.  It may be best if young kids team with adults. 





Sign Up is in Fellowship Hall, encourage your friends to come and join us! This is Fundraiser for the church.  Pot Luck Supper begins at 6:00 PM.





	 �











OCTOBER 30th  


TRUNK OR TREAT





Our Youth Groups are sponsoring a unique Halloween Event. Please join us as you decorate your Family Car, Trunk or Van as the scariest, spookiest and Hallo-weeny themes for our TRUNK OR TREAT Event. 





Bring your car to the church parking lot at 4:30 and go from car to car Trick (trunk) or Treating. Prizes for best themed display. 





Be imaginative, invite the kids to come and enjoy! Hot Cider for Adults! 
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FREE


Community Spaghetti & Meatball Supper


			 


Friday October 21st  


5:45 ~ 7 PM


Bring your appetite!   
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FESTIVAL OF TREES





This year, the church would like to once again participate in the town’s Festival of Trees.  We have already had a beautiful 6 ½ foot pre-lit tree donated.  If you would like to help with this project, plan to come to a brief meeting on Thursday, October 13th at 6:30 PM. Bring your ideas, so we can decide on our tree’s theme that night.  If you cannot attend the meeting, but would still like to be involved, please contact Peggy in the church office (603 635-7025 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:peggy@pelhamucc.org" �peggy@pelhamucc.org�). 





If you would like more information about the Festival Of Trees, check out their web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.snhfestivaloftrees.com" �www.snhfestivaloftrees.com� 





Below is some more information from Pelham Community Spirit, the group that sponsors Pelham’s Festival of Trees.





Pelham Community Spirit, Inc. (PCS), an organization fostering the spirit of community in Pelham, announces their third Annual Southern New Hampshire Festival of Trees at the Town Hall. This year, the Southern New Hampshire Festival of Trees will run from November 25, 2011 through December 3, 2011. For information about this year’s festival, applications to enter a tree, or how to submit information to advertise in the program book to be distributed throughout the Town of Pelham, visit the website www.snhfestivaloftrees.com.  














YOUTH GROUP NEWS





Our Jr. and Sr. High Youth Group schedule has been posted on the church website. Over 45 kids are registered between our two groups and the number is growing!





In Jr. High we are looking forward to a great year and welcome the Blanchard’s and Bethany Murphy as Youth Group Advisors. On Sunday, September 25 the group traveled to Mack’s Apples in Londonderry to pick apples for homemade Apple Pies. The Sr. High Youth Group gathered that evening to prepare the pies to be frozen for buyers to bake at home. If you would like a pie, there may still be some available at the time of this newsletter. The cost is $10 each and the proceeds will go to support our youth ministries. 





The Sr. High Youth Group is being led by the Bouchers and the Fergusons, but we need one other couple to help with our programming! There is no better ministry (In my humble opinion) then spending time with our young people.  We have many events planned and the group has expressed interest in meeting even more often. To do so, we need some help! Please speak with RB if you are interested in helping occasionally with the group. 





Among our scheduled events are Family Fellowship Nights where we encourage our Youth to attend as a group and participate. The upcoming Trivia Night, Trunk or Treat and the Harvest dinner in November are perfect examples of opportunities for Ministry.








MISSION COMMITTEE NEWS





The UCC Mission 1 Project is the major fall project of the Mission Committee.  The objective of this project is to unite all UCC churches on a shared mission to feed the hungry and confront food-related injustices.  The project will take place from 11-1-11 to 11-11-11.  Each church is charged with setting their own goals regarding how to address this mission.  Our goals are to:


To collect at least 111 healthy food items for donation to the Pelham Food Pantry.





To make donations of up to $1,111 for the Neighbors in Need offering.  This will be achieved by our usual October special offerings to this UCC mission, supplemented by the proceeds of a Pot Luck Harvest Supper that we will sponsor on Saturday, November 5th.  The Mission Committee will provide turkeys and gravy and a sign-up sheet will be  posted in Fellowship Hall for other dinner items (salads, sides, and deserts).  We request an $11 donation per family which will be contributed to Neighbors in Need.  Fliers for Neighbors in Need will be in the worship service bulletins in October and envelopes will be in the pews and elsewhere throughout October.  








To send 111 letters to our local senators and representatives to encourage them to support assistance to feed the hungry.  On November 5th, the Harvest Supper, and Sunday November 6th we will have pre-addressed letters available for signature and collection.  Please take the time to read the example letter, which essentially states that we support measures to expedite providing food to the millions of hungry people of the world.  Of course, you should feel free to write your own letter if you would like, but we would like you to provide them to us so we can keep track of the number of letters that our congregation sends as part of this initiative.  We do not consider feeding the hungry of the world to be a political issue, but a humanitarian issue.  





The week will culminate with a trip on Friday, November 11th at 11:11 AM to the Old South Church in Boston, for a nationwide service of thanks.  Contact any member of the Mission Committee if you would like to attend this event so we can coordinate car-pooling opportunities.





Our next totally free spaghetti supper will be on Friday evening, October 21st.  Serving of meals will begin at 5:45 PM through 7 PM.  We will offer a family-oriented movie starting at 6:30 PM; stay tuned during worship announcements for the title of the movie.





As part of the Mission Possible hands on mission opportunity, Tom LaRocchelle has offered to coordinate improvement projects for several needed projects at the building that is our church.  Contact Tom or Mission Committee members if you are interested in helping with these projects.  We will also be contacting those who signed up as Mission Possible 


volunteers with carpentry experience to work out details of participation 


in some much needed improvements.  





We will also be soliciting congregational interest in sending a crew to help 


Habitat for Humanity build a house in Hudson, NH.  Listen for details   


regarding targeted dates and specific activities during worship service 


announcements.
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