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The Pastor’s Desk                                                             
GROANING BOARDS
“O Give Thanks Unto the Lord, for the Lord is Good and His Mercy Endures Forever”

When the Separatist “Pilgrims” contemplated coming to America’s shores, it seemed to some to be the shining solution to their problems, but the problems the early American colonists faced were often all too many. After landing on the eastern shore of Massachusetts, they found themselves in the awful situation of struggling for survival in the midst of unprecedented plenty, especially when their eyes turned to the skies and the forest.
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in our worship                               .                  
Worship news, prayers, joys and concerns
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    In our classroom                         .
 CE, Adult Ed, Bible Study, Steepletop, Sunday School, Confirmation
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  In our work                                    .  
   Committees 
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   In our community                         .
 Community news, Women’s Fellowship 
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   In our ministry                               .  
 Missions, Youth Ministry, Conference and UCC News
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The abundance of game in America astounded the colonists. When the wild fowl were migrating, the skies were darkened by flights of thousands of ducks, geese, passenger pigeons, doves and other game birds. Anyone shooting into such flocks of game could hardly fail to bring down several birds for dinner.  Wild turkeys were as numerous in the woods then as rabbits are today; by the early 1700's they were becoming scarce.  Most of the large wild birds were anything but tender. Tough meat was a challenge that every colonial cook met by making one-pot meals, which involved long, slow cooking over a low fire. 





In New England, the one-pot �HYPERLINK "http://www.suite101.com/external_link.cfm?elink=http://209.52.189.2/article.cfm/scrumptious_recipes/12142" \t "_blank"�boiled dinner� was a favorite; in New Amsterdam, �HYPERLINK "http://www.suite101.com/external_link.cfm?elink=http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/paulvanV/hutspot.htm" \t "_blank"�hutspot�; among the Pennsylvania Dutch, �HYPERLINK "http://www.suite101.com/external_link.cfm?elink=http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~mjw/recipes/meat/beef/sauerbraten-3.html" \t "_blank"�sauerbraten� was the best know; and in the south, �HYPERLINK "http://www.suite101.com/external_link.cfm?elink=http://southernfood.about.com/food/southernfood/library/weekly/aa980111.htm" \t "_blank"�Brunswick stew� and �HYPERLINK "http://www.suite101.com/external_link.cfm?elink=http://www.angelfire.com/ky/burgoo/" \t "_blank"�burgoo� stew that cooks for many hours and originated in the 17th-Century on the high seas were favorites. All of the coastal plantations supplied the colonists with such delicacies as wild duck, �HYPERLINK "http://www.suite101.com/external_link.cfm?elink=http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/edu/hunted/doves.htm" \t "_blank"�doves� and �HYPERLINK "http://www.suite101.com/external_link.cfm?elink=http://employeeweb.myxa.com/rrb/Audubon/VolV/00541.html" \t "_blank"�salt water� and �HYPERLINK "http://www.suite101.com/external_link.cfm?elink=http://employeeweb.myxa.com/rrb/Audubon/VolV/00540.html" \t "_blank"�fresh water� marsh hens. 





With so much meat, is it any wonder that their tables groaned under the weight? Early and mid-colonial tables were made by placing boards on a trestle or triangular wooden horses. These tables were known as groaning boards. When the tables were set with a full meal the wood groaned under the weight of the food.   After the first few years in the New World colonial folk had sufficient food. Death by disease and unfriendly Indians, rather than starvation, was more usual.





Our season of Thanksgiving gives us a chance to acknowledge our own “groaning board” of plenty. Our tables are made heavy with bounty from God that refreshes us, fortifies us, builds us up and encourages us to welcome others to what we have found.


 


The season of harvest, Thanksgiving, and stewardship is upon us. And the common denominator of these is gratitude or thankfulness. Thankfulness allows us to welcome all to the “groaning board” of our harvest. Love allows us to find room at the table for new folks and old friends to come and share in that love of God through Jesus Christ.


As we grow older, we learn more and more that the first prayer on our lips is one of thanksgiving —thanksgiving for life itself and thanksgiving for the gifts and miracles all around us, the “God sightings”.  As one of our older











About us





3 Main Street


PO Box 847


Pelham, NH 03076


Phone: 603-635-7025


Fax: 603 635-1134


�HYPERLINK "http://www.pelhamucc.org"�www.pelhamucc.org�


E-Mail – �HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�


“Like us” on Face book!





SUNDAY WORSHIP


10:00 A.M.   September – June


  9:30 A.M.   July and August


 Child Care and Sunday School 





Office Hours


8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.





Rev. Bill Ferguson – Pastor (�HYPERLINK "mailto:revbill819@gmail.com"�revbill819@gmail.com�)





Peggy Murphy – Office Administrator (�HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�)





Tom Seniow – Music Director


Sue Howard – Organist





OUR CHURCH COVENANT


We covenant one with another to seek and respond to the Word and Will of God.  It is our purpose to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the mission of this church to be witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world, while worshiping God, and striving for truth, justice and peace.  As did our ancestors, we depend on the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us.  We pray for the coming of the Realm of God, and we look with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life.








FIRST FOLKS


                                                                                             


MILESTONES


On October 2nd, 7 new members were received into our church.  We are


 happy to welcome  Rebecca, Michael & Ethan Ely, Bryan & Dawn 


Gaudreau, Laurie Maczko and Melissa Mahoney to our church 


family.


GET WELL SOON!


Get well wishes go to Susan Hornbeck Bundy, who is recovering from knee surgery.


LOSSES


Ron Schneider’s mother, Hendrika Schneider, died October 15th.  We send our condolences to Ron, Debbie and their family.





The Pastor’s  Desk, contd.





members says to me nearly every Sunday when I ask, “How are you today?” — “I’m here, and that’s good!”





You see, thankfulness leads us to respond as stewards of God’s creation and the resources we have —time, talent, and treasure, to be sure, but also our health, our relationships, our church family, and more. The distinct view of stewardship is how we use these resources. We’re called to use them for building up the faith community and reaching out to “the least of these in God’s family.”





In this season of activities, I invite you specifically to these celebrations;


Our Church Family Harvest Supper on November 5th


Our Stewardship Sunday Celebration on November 13th


And our Thanksgiving Sunday Worship Service on November 20th.





November finds our church “groaning board” straining with our promises of support for our work and ministry with our Stewardship promises, our estimate of how we will support our work God has called us to address. Also in November, we will be hosting a round table discussion as we prepare our future goals of our church, examine where we have been and where we would like to “go” over the next 2, 5, 10 and 25 years! We will consider WHY and WHAT we want this church to be.





There is so much to ponder and be thankful for in our church community!  I invite you


to remember in your prayers the warmth, support, nurture, challenge, laughter, comfort, energy and inspiration you receive from your church family and our church functions. Then let us, in gratitude to God, pool our time, talent, and treasure to pursue a refreshed vision for our church.


 


In God’s Love,


RB
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MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY			





For the next several


 weeks Rev. Bill will be 


leading a Monday


 Morning Bible Study 


on the Gospel of Luke. 


This casual, easy going class will begin at 10:30 AM and go until Noon.  Using the “Immersion Bible Study Series” we will be able to read, reflect and share our own stories as we explore the Scripture and consider what God is saying to us.





Come and enjoy, signup is helpful, in Fellowship Hall.








CONFIRMATION CLASS





Our 2012 Confirmation Class is meeting now through April as they begin to develop their faith “journey” as young adults. We have a big class this year and are very excited to have Joe Calabro and other adults assisting in mentoring and leading our classes.





This year’s class includes Alison Blanchard, Alex Webster, Mark Edwards, Taylor Patterson, Matthew Lamport, Josh Clark, Erika Rutherford, Sarah Zannoni, Clara Duff-Marsh, Collin Duff-Marsh and Libby Gorfine.


           �
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FESTIVAL OF TREES





This year our church will again be represented at Pelham’s Festival of Trees, held from November 25th – December 3rd.   The theme for our tree this year is Children of the World & Heifer International; our goal is to further educate and bring awareness to the community in regards to the works of Heifer International.  We will be decorating our tree with farm animals, children of the world and festive colored ornaments.  





This year we are seeking monetary donations to help defray the cost of ornaments. Any funds collected and not used for supplies will be donated to Heifer International in the name of the tree’s winner.   We welcome anyone interested in helping to set up and decorate the tree to contact Peggy Murphy in the church office (603 635-7025, � HYPERLINK "mailto:peggy@pelhamucc.org" \t "_blank" �peggy@pelhamucc.org�.)   We are excited this year that our tree will not only be beautiful, but will serve as an opportunity to educate others about the good works of Heifer International.








PELHAM GOOD NEIGHBOR


CHRISTMAS DRIVE


                                         


For many years now, our 


church has actively 


supported the Pelham 


Good Neighbor Christmas 


Project.  This annual 


tradition enables needy 


children to request gifts that they would like to receive on Christmas; these requests are then displayed as ornaments on a Christmas board.  Families are invited to choose a request tag, purchase the item, and then return it to the church office, unwrapped, but with the original gift tag attached, so that we can get it to the right family! 





Our gift board will be out in Fellowship Hall beginning the weekend of November 20th.  Our goal is to have an empty board.  All gifts must be in the church office by Sunday, December 11th.  This will allow us time to get the gifts to the families.  





Once again our coordinators here are Peggy Murphy and Marcia Sweezey.  If you have any questions, you can contact Peggy in the church office (603 635-7025).
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WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP				��On Sunday, Nov. 13th, we will be collecting turkeys for the


 Pelham Food Pantry.  If you can help with this, please bring 


your turkey(s) that morning.  Thank you!��On Sunday, Nov. 20th, we will have a Bake Sale and a SERRV sale.  This is the Sunday before Thanksgiving, so you can stock up on pies and goodies to help with your celebration.  And make sure you include the SERRV sale in your Christmas shopping.  We have lots of beautiful fair trade items made by people around the world.  ��Our November meeting is on the 29th when we will talk about Alternative Christmas Giving.  Bring your ideas, and come join the fun.  Dessert will be served.





�





                                                             NEW GREELEY SINGERS





              		Circle Saturday, December 10th on your calendar!  At 3:30 PM, the 


			New Greeley Singers will present their 15th Annual Holiday Concert 


			in our church sanctuary.  Following (approx. 5 PM) will be an Italian Supper in Fellowship Hall – salads, pasta dishes, deserts.  





The church is sponsoring the supper. Please sign up in Fellowship Hall if you would like to provide something for the supper! The New Greeley Singers will advertize and sell tickets to both events.  Both the concert and supper are $10/adult and $5/12 and under. Please call me with any questions.





Judy Reid   603 635-7438
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The New England Pastoral Institute


Presents


An Evening of Musical Delights


Featuring


The Windham Swing Band


The Monument Brass


The Symphony Quartet


Musique du Bois


Pianist Jonathan Yourtee





Saturday, November 19th


Windham High School Auditorium


7:00 PM      $25


Tickets may be purchased 


on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nepastoral.org" �www.nepastoral.org�


or at the door.





Concert will benefit the new mental health facility uniquely designed and staffed to serve the needs of physically handicapped persons.











“Autumn” by Ed Schiebler





The crispness you feel in the morning air,


Gives off an awareness that Mother Nature’s still there.


She has shown us the warmth of a summer sun


But the beauty of Fall has just begun.


So slowly at first the leaves looking old


Begin to show a tint of bright gold.


The green disappears like a folding arm,


As “Mother Nature” begins to embalm.


So early it seems we see the first frost


For sure we now know – the summer is lost.


Yet, many of us stop to look – and enjoy


Nature’s yearly scene as a newborn boy?


An afghan of color takes over the hills –


To capture its splendor – showing nature’s frills.


From green to red and gold – then brown


We watch – as the leaves slowly drift to the ground


Leaving trees and branches so bare


To on-coming winter’s fury as if the devil may care!


Oh, some may think of storm windows, snow tires and such,


They’re missing God’s painting and just don’t seem to care much.


So now in mankind’s hectic pace –


Take in nature’s beauty – before there’s no trace.


Together each year they form a band,


God and nature – working hand in hand.













































































ST. PATRICK’S CHRISTMAS FAIR





St. Patrick’s parish will be holding their annual Olde Fashioned Christmas Craft Fair in their Parish Center on Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 12th (9 AM – 6 PM) and Nov. 13th (9 AM – 1 PM) featuring food, crafts, a homemade baked goods table and raffles.  You’re invited to stop by and enjoy the festivities!








CHRISTIAN EDUCATION





October was a busy month for the Christian Education Board and our Sunday School.  Class attendance is at record level, and we have had many visitors "trying out" our Sunday School.  The Confirmation Class of 16 students began October 16, and Joe Calabro has kindly agreed to assist Rev. Bill with this large and lively bunch.





The October "One Room Schoolhouse" mission project was writing cards to the members of our church who can't make it to services.  We hope they enjoyed the colorful messages from the children.





We also hope you enjoyed the Halloween "Trunk or Treat" on October 30.  The CE Board rescheduled the usual after Sunday School Halloween party to coincide with the afternoon event.  A spooky time was had by all!





Please note that our traditional Christmas Pageant is scheduled for Sunday December 11 during the 10AM service.  We are looking for volunteers who can help costume and corral our little angels, shepherds and assorted barnyard animals before and during the service.  If you are interested please see any CE Board member.         





Respectfully submitted,


Maryanne Masterson
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STEEPLETOPICS





The children and teachers were very busy in October with Picture Day, Parent/Teacher Conferences,  Fall activities and our Halloween Parade. Our fundraiser of selling pies and cookies turned out successful as well. All the purchased frozen pies and cookies will be delivered before Thanksgiving.�      


November will be another active month as we celebrate all that we have to be thankful for. Our theme is families and we will be doing crafts and activities related to Thanksgiving, including a small "snack" feast. We are also expecting a visit from the Safety Officer. 





The school will be closed on November 11th for Veteran's Day and we will be closed November 23  through November 25 for Thanksgiving Break.�      


We are still looking for more students to enroll in our Enrichment Program. This is intended for students going to public kindergarten. We are offering cooking and craft classes for them on Tuesday and Thursday mornings and afternoons. If you know of anyone who may be interested in this program please call the school at 635-2100 and speak to the Director of our School. ��Happy Thanksgiving to All!








  KIDS’ CHOIR��Rehearsals have started and we're having a lot of fun singing!  It's not too late to join us.  Come and try us out for one song/performance, or as many as you can.





We rehearse every Sunday after service at 11:15.  We will perform during the service on Nov. 20.  All ages of kids are welcome.  





Any questions, see Cheryl Koch, Melanie Surprenant, or Harmony Campbell. 
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FROM THE DIACONATE





November’s Devotional – What is your testimony?


The gospel writers' reflections on Jesus' greatness and on people's reactions in his day still inspire people across continents and centuries.  You, too, have holy moments to share. Do you recognize and capture these moments or toss them away?  Reclaim them.  Gracious God, help me to recognize all the places I see You and give me the courage to write or verbalize a testimony to my encounter with You. Amen.


Here are some highlights from the October Diaconate meeting:


THANK YOU to all that welcomed and helped with the Faith and Light group’s visit with us on September 25th.  They had a wonderful time!


We will be reaching out to the members of the congregation that joined us in 2011 to help with Advent readings.


Contd.











MISSION COMMITTEE   





The UCC Mission 1 Project is the major fall project of the Mission 


Committee.  The objective of this project is to unite all UCC churches 


on a shared mission to feed the hungry and confront food-related


 injustices.  The project will take place from 11-1-11 to 11-11-11.  


Each church is charged with setting their own goals regarding how


 to address this mission.  Our goals are to:





To collect at least 111healthy food items for donation to the Pelham Food Pantry.


To make donations or up to $1,111 for the Neighbors in Need offering.  This will be achieved by our usual October special offerings to this UCC mission supplemented by the proceeds of a Pot Luck Harvest Supper that we will sponsor on Saturday, November 5th.  The Mission Committee will provide turkeys and gravy and a sign-up sheet will be  posted in Fellowship Hall for other dinner items (salads, sides, and deserts).  We request an $11 donation per family which will be contributed to Neighbors in Need, but any donation would be welcome.  Fliers for Neighbors in Need will be in the worship service bulletins in October and envelopes will be in the pews and elsewhere throughout October.  


To send 111 letters to our local senators and representatives to encourage them to support assistance to feed the hungry.  On November 5th , the Harvest Supper, and Sunday November 6th we will have pre-addressed letters available for signature and collection.  Please take the time to read the example letter, which essentially states that we support measures to expedite providing food to the millions of hungry people of the world.  Of course, you should feel free to write your own letter if you would like, but we would like you to provide them to us so we can keep track of the number of letters that our congregation sends as part of this initiative.  We do not consider feeding the hungry of  the world to be a political issue, but a humanitarian issue.  





The week will culminate on Friday, November 11th at the Old  South Church in Boston, for a nationwide service of thanks.  Contact any member of the Mission Committee if you would like to attend this event so we can coordinate car-pooling opportunities.





As part of the Mission Possible hands on mission opportunity, Tom LaRocchelle has offered to coordinate improvement projects for several needed projects at the building that is our church.  Contact Tom or Mission Committee members if you are interested in helping with these projects.  We will also be contacting those who signed up as Mission Possible volunteers with carpentry experience to work out details of participation in some much needed improvements.  If anyone is aware of people in our congregation with needs (e.g., minor home repairs, rides to appointments, a meal or two during hard times), please let the Mission Committee know.  We have a pool of volunteers more than willing to help out.





We will also be soliciting congregational interest in sending a crew to help Habitat for Humanity build a house in Hudson, NH.  Listen for details regarding targeted dates and specific activities during worship service announcements.							Contd.
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THANK YOU!





On behalf of the Food Pantry of Pelham, I wish to thank you for your donation of $1,150 towards the mission of the Food Pantry. It is a great help to those in need.  You are helping to make our community more of what God wants it to be.  





Once again, I am grateful for your support.  Your responsible stewardship helps make it possible for the Food Pantry of Pelham to do God’s work.  May God bless you.





Rev. Anthony F. Kuzia, CM











From The Diaconate, contd.





The Diaconate continues to work on their 5-year roadmap of goals and objectives.


Acolyte Training – open to children in grades 3-6.  The next training will be October 30th.  Please let your child’s Sunday School teacher know if interested.


Altar Flowers:  If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar, please contact Peggy at the office.  You are welcome to take the flowers home after service or you may ask a Deacon to donate them to a shut-in.


We are encouraging ALL congregational members to wear their name tags on Sundays as we have many new faces that would like to know who you are.


Transportation to Church Needed?  If anyone has a need for transportation to church or a church function (e.g. church dinners/suppers), please contact the church office or a Deacon. 





Prayer List


Please help us keep the prayer list current.  You may contact Rev Bill or Peggy to let them know when someone needs to be added or removed from the list or needs a visit or call from Rev Bill.  





Worship Coordinators & Greeters


The Worship Coordinators for November are Tom Wood and Gene and Judy Boucher.  Our greeters for November are members of the Christian Education Board. 





As always, please contact a member of the Diaconate with any questions, comments, or suggestions.  Diaconate Co-Chairs Judy Boucher and Bob Diack can be reached at ja_boucher@comcast.net and bdiack@cio.com. 








Mission Committee contd.  





As you should know by now, we send a crew to the Lowell Wish Project on the first Monday of every month.  We are concerned that those in need that the Wish Project serves often have difficulty staying warm during the cold months of the year.  We would therefore like to try to collect as many winter coats and blankets on the first Sunday in November so we can bring them to Lowell and make a difference.  Let’s show those in need that we have warm hearts and want to spread the warmth to them.





Finally, in late November we will be again be participating in the Pelham Good Neighbor Fund Christmas give campaign.  Gift cards of hoped for gifts for children in need in Pelham will be posted in Fellowship Hall and you can help make Christmas a little brighter for those going through rough times by taking a card and purchasing the designated gift.  Look for additional announcements during worship services.  Thanks to Peggy Murphy and Marcia Sweezey for again coordinating this program for our church.  








WARM FUZZY WINTER CLOTHING COLLECTION


                                                                                 


On Sunday, November 6th, we are once again sponsoring 


our Annual Warm Fuzzy Warm Clothing Drive. We are 


accepting only winter clothing (sweaters, sweatshirts, fleece 


tops, jackets, coats, parkas, mittens. Gloves, scarves, 


socks), including shoes and boots, to be distributed to area 


shelters. Please…. no spring or summer clothes.





You may also bring your donations into Fellowship Hall 


before the 6th. 





THANK YOU!
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THANK YOU!





Donating to a charitable organization, such as the Sonshine Soup Kitchen, is a wonderful way to show support for your community and the people in it.  Because we are a community-based organization, volunteers and donors are the core of our support and have been since our start in 1989.





Thank you so much for your donation of time and groceries to the Sonshine Soup Kitchen.  This donation helps us provide a meal five days a week to the people in our community who really need it.





In Christian service,


Cynthia Dwyer





�








