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The Pastor’s Desk                                                             
Dear Friends, 

We begin 2012 with a healthy and full congregation and an attitude of expectation of what is to come in the years ahead! God has been good to us in Pelham and we, as our ancestors of 265 years past, now have a wonderful opportunity to look ahead and set future goals and objectives for years of ministry to come. 

Al Ducharme loaned me a wonderful book entitled “The Sabbath in Puritan New England” which 
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  Worship news, prayers, joys and concerns
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    In our classroom                           .
 CE, Adult Ed, Bible Study, Steepletop, Sunday School, Confirmation
CONFIRMATION CLASS

Our Confirmation Class has been meeting every other Sunday Morning at 8:00 AM to learn and explore their faith journeys with RB and leader Joe Calabro. We thank Kate Marcotte and Joey, and Dawn and Bryan Guadreau and Justin as they visited with the class to speak about decisions about Baptism and raising their children in hope that someday they stand to affirm their baptism at Confirmation.  We also thank Eleanor Burton, Jane Provencal, Jane Ambargis and Phil Currier for meeting with the group to discuss the history of our church and what relationships with a church help to lead someone throughout their lives. Photos of the group’s baptisms were shared, as well as a hand-drawn replica. This is a very talented and inquisitive group!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION



  
The Christian Education Board hopes you all had a very Merry and 
Holy Christmas.  Happy 2012!  We'd like to take this opportunity to 
thank our Sunday School superintendent, Kelly Sauer for the fabulous job she has done organizing our ever growing Sunday School, and to our teachers, Kristen Michaud, Sandi Moletteri, Sally Willette, Bob Marion, Kate Marcotte and Ron Schneider for the commitment they make to our children.  A special thanks also to our dedicated Nursery monitors Harmony Campbell, Wilma Hardy, Susan Cerri and Melanie Suprenant.

In January, we will have a one room Schoolhouse on New Year's Day under the supervision of the CE Board chair, Karen Frey.  Please note that Sunday January 15 is a regular teaching Sunday despite the three day Martin Luther King holiday weekend.  

Respectfully submitted,

Maryanne Masterson

   In our work                                     .  
   Committees 
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FROM THE DIACONATE

January’s Devotional – God Levels Life

God does not want us laboring up steep mountains one minute and down in a ditch the next minute. God wants to level things out.  But life on earth doesn't work that way. Life delivers wild fluctuations in the stock market, our love lives, our health and even our sanity.  The ground we travel is uneven and rough. O God, when my heart is a desert, make straight a highway through me, and remind me that one day every mountain I am climbing will be made low and every valley will be lifted up. Eventually.  Amen.
Here are some highlights from the December Diaconate meeting:

· What a beautiful set of services for the Christmas season!!  Thank you to all who made it possible!  

· With our growing church family, we will be evaluating options for a potential 2nd Sunday service;

· We are working with the Trustees on much needed updates to the Narthex;

· Now Hiring!  Interested in learning more about being a Deacon and the process of filling vacancies?  Please see any Deacon or email one of the co-chairs per their contact information at the end;

· We are always looking for Acolytes!  Please email Judy at ja_boucher@comcast.net to sign up.

· Altar Flowers:  If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar, please contact Peggy at the office.  You are welcome to take the flowers home after service or you may ask a Deacon to donate them to a shut-in.

· We are encouraging ALL congregational members to wear their name tags on Sundays as we have many new faces that would like to know who you are.

· Transportation to Church Needed?  If anyone has a need for transportation to church or a church function (e.g. church dinners/suppers), please contact the church office or a Deacon. 

Prayer List

Please help us keep the prayer list current.  You may contact Rev Bill or Peggy to let them know when someone needs to be added or removed from the list or needs a visit or call from Rev Bill.  

Worship Coordinators & Greeters for January

Worship Coordinators: Jane Provencal and Bryce Henderson

Greeters:

 The Board of Trustees

As always, please contact a member of the Diaconate with any questions, comments, or suggestions.  Diaconate Co-Chairs Judy Boucher and Bob Diack can be reached at ja_boucher@comcast.net and bdiack@cio.com. 

   In our ministry                                .  
 Missions, Youth Ministry, Conference and UCC News 
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FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE




The giving spirit of our congregation was in full display during December, and
 the Mission Committee would like to thank all who made the giving 
opportunities that we offered so successful.  Gift tags for Pelham residents 
arranged by the Pelham Good Neighbor Fund were all spoken for on the first 
Sunday the gift board was out, so we asked for some additional tags from our 
contacts, and those were all spoken for after the second Sunday that the 
gift board was out.  Thanks again to Peggy Murphy and Marcia Sweezey 
for coordinating this annual tradition.  We also had tags for goodies to be used in assembling care packages for servicemen in Afghanistan, and those tags also quickly disappeared thanks to the good hearts of all of you.  We were able to assemble and ship six very large care packages to the soldiers with treats they do not often receive, and have enough left over to assemble additional care packages, which we plan to send to servicemen during and after the holidays so they know that we are thinking of them and thankful for their service.  Finally, several large boxes full of undergarments and socks for refugee kids and adults were delivered to the International Institute in Lowell.

A mission highlight in January promises to be the free community spaghetti supper, which will occur on January 20 (Friday) from 5:45 PM to about 7 PM.  These events have been increasing in attendance every time we have them, and we may need to consider having more than one sitting.  This is a great “challenge” to have, and we continue to encourage all to come, whether you are in need or not, and enjoy some great food and fellowship.  As usual, we will be looking for help in the kitchen and the dining area, as well as those with baking talents to bring some desserts.  If we should have too many helpers, you can simply declare yourself a guest and enjoy the evening.  

At this writing, I reflect back upon the mission activities and giving of time, talents, and treasures that have been so evident during 2011, and I am so proud of the response of our congregation to the needs of others in our community and around the world.  Preparing our annual report will present a challenge to keep it to a reasonable length, given all the different types of opportunities to which you have so generously responded.  We all pray for the day when the world will not have so many people in need, but until that day comes, we hope to be able to present even more opportunities for all of you during 2012.

 Peace to all of you!  
Doug Hjorth 
YOUTH GROUP UPDATES!

JR HIGH SKI TRIP

We will be heading up to North Conway with our Jr. High Youth group in February for an overnight Ski Trip, staying at the American Youth Hostel in North Conway.  Exact costs and dates are being planned now.
Youth Groups, contd.
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YOUTH GROUP MISSION TRIP NEWS

We have exciting news about our 2012 Mission Trip! We will be going on a ROAD TRIP to six New England States in six days! We will be selecting sites to volunteer with as we embark on an ambitious and new experience. Plans are being made to visit Homeless Shelters and Beach Cleanup sites, Soup Kitchens and more! It will take a lot of planning and a lot of logistical work, but we look forward to creating a new adventure! If there are any who would like to help us plan or have suggestions of mission sites, please speak with RB.
WE ARE ALSO PLANNING A 2013 MISSION TRIP TO BILOXI MISSISSIPPI!  More about that next month!
   In our community                          .
 Community news, Women’s Fellowship, 
ANNUAL REPORTS/ANNUAL MEETING

    
With the coming of the New Year, it is time for us to assemble our 2011 
  


Annual Report.  All boards and groups should submit their reports to the 
office no later than January 13th.  All reports are be E-mailed to 
office@pelhamucc.org. 

If you have any questions or would like to look at examples of old reports 
from your group, please contact Peggy Murphy in the church office – 
603 635-7025 or Peggy@pelhamucc.org.

Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 29th, 2012, following 10 AM Worship.
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THANK YOU!

FROM THE WISH PROJECT:

Thank you so much for the wonderful donation of clothing and blankets from your congregation.  So many folks will now be warm this winter!  We here at The Wish Project and the families we help are so fortunate to have you as such generous supporters.  Thank you for organizing the clothing and blanket drive and thanks to all who donated.

Have a wonderful Christmas!

Terri Matte for The Wish Project Staff

FROM THE PELHAM FOOD PANTRY:

On behalf of the Food Pantry of Pelham, I wish to thank you for your generous donation.  Your donation of $228 towards the mission of the Food Pantry is a great help to those in need.  You are helping to make our community more of what God wants it to be.

Once again, I am grateful for your support.  Your responsible stewardship helps make it possible for the Food Pantry of Pelham to do God’s work.  May God bless you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Cheryl Brunelle

January 2012
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tells of life in early colonial days. The stories are fascinating and one speaks to me about the hesitation some have at looking to the future.  Back in colonial New England, “Sabbath-day” brought people to very cold meeting-houses, as almost all were not heated, no stoves at all in the meeting hall.  Some New England church members “piously” froze rather than to allow a stove into the church. One member from Brimfield reported that “good preaching kept him hot enough without stoves”.  Rev. Henry Ward Beecher delivered a sermon in New York in 1853, recounting another incident involving stoves.  He said an “Anti –stove woman  in a Litchfield church, fanned herself and at length, swooned, saying when she recovered ‘that the heat of the horrid stove had caused her to faint.’ An investigation revealed that the stove had not even been lit! And as a result, “after that first day we heard no more opposition to a warm stove in the meeting-house”.





 In this month’s newsletter is a survey we are asking members and friends to complete and return to the church as we start the task of setting future goals. It is an opportunity to dream a bit, to make dreams come reality and to even temper some expectations of what we expect in the future.





Yet there are some that find this exercise very difficult to complete. For some, looking to the future implies too much of a risk that will lead us to lose sight of what is happening now.  “No need for a stove” thoughts, in fact, invite some people to dream of returning to once “what was”, in a romanticized belief that what once “was” is more inviting to where we have come on our journey to “now”. It is also considered “safer” for some to not dream, but rather, reminisce.


    


I encourage you all to dream, and dream BIG! We will whittle down our dreams together, and take our worship and our service to another level as God leads us to do! But we can only do so with your input! Please take a few moments to complete the survey and join us in our discussion! And be warmed by the stove of LOVE and EXCITEMENT of the future!





Wishing you a happy New Year!


Rev. Bill





(“The Sabbath in Puritan New England.” Alice Morse Earle, Scribner’s Sons Publishing, New York, 1893)
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“Like us” on Face book!





SUNDAY WORSHIP


10:00 A.M.   September – June


  9:30 A.M.   July and August


 Child Care and Sunday School 





OFFICE HOURS


8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.





Rev. Bill Ferguson – Pastor (�HYPERLINK "mailto:revbill819@gmail.com"�revbill819@gmail.com�)





Peggy Murphy – Office Administrator (�HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�)





Tom Seniow – Music Director


Sue Howard – Organist





OUR CHURCH COVENANT


We covenant one with another to seek and respond to the Word and Will of God.  It is our purpose to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the mission of this church to be witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world, while worshiping God, and striving for truth, justice and peace.  As did our ancestors, we depend on the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us.  We pray for the coming of the Realm of God, and we look with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life.








FIRST FOLKS								





Condolences go to the Neskey Family on the November 19th death of 


Scott’s aunt Nancy Neskey. 





HANGING OF THE GREENS


Thanks to all who lent a hand decorating the church for the Advent and 


Christmas season! Our church always looks so inviting, welcoming and festive for our worship during the Advent season!
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STEEPLETOPICS





Last month we were very busy at Steepletop. We have made a volcano, played with oobleck, celebrated family holiday traditions, rode the “Polar Express”, made Christmas trees, cinnamon ornaments and gifts for our families. 





This month we will be growing snowflakes and crystals and learning about nursery rhymes and fairy tales.  





Steepletop would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year!








GOALS AND OBJECTIVES QUESTIONNAIRE





The role and mission of the First Congregational Church of Pelham UCC is a moving and changing slate of ideas. As we have done for the past 265 years and as recently as 2006, we are looking with great excitement to the future to develop new goals and objectives for the short and long term viability of our growing and active church, to assist in the development of a faithful and effective shared ministry and common life by the clergy and congregation together.





 One of the ways we do this is by helping our Pastor, church leadership, and the congregation, express and put together goals with each other and with the church’s calling and mission. 





As we have learned so well in the past, to accomplish this goal, communication is vital! 





WE NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU!





 We ask you to take some time out of your busy schedule to reflect on the overall ministry of FCCPUCC. Please answer any or all questions and return this sheet to the designated box signed or unsigned. We will collate the information and then call for an All Church Conference to define, develop and present our shared visions! Keep your eyes open for the dates of those meetings!





Thank you!





(Questionnaire is included in this month’s issue of “The Good News.”)





�





�





�





FREE


Community Spaghetti & Meatball Supper


			 


Friday January 20th, 2012


5:45 ~ 7 PM


Bring your appetite!   


�





JOIN US ON SATURDAY


JANUARY 28, 2012


For our 4th Annual


Deal A Meal Pot Luck Supper & Auction





Here’s how it works: After enjoying a Pot Luck meal together we bid on meals or desserts and goodies that you will prepare for someone to bid on. Last year we had meals donated including Homemade Pizzas, New England Turkey Dinner, Soup a Month for a Year, A Cake a Month for a Year, a Wine Tasting Party and many more….





This has been an awesome evening of Fellowship and fun the past three years and we hope to continue the tradition this year.





There will be a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.








