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The Pastor’s Desk                                                             
Dear Friends, 

A few months ago I placed three signs in different locations around the church which stated “Radical Hospitality is practiced here!” The phrase is from the book “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” by Robert Shnase.  Practicing Radical Hospitality is one of the five checkpoints Schnase suggests demonstrate congregational vitality and health.  By repeating and improving these practices, Schnase says “churches fulfill their mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”.
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Have you picked up your box of Offering Envelopes for 2012 yet? They are available in Fellowship Hall.
 in our worship                               .                  
  Worship news, prayers, joys and concerns
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NEW MEMBERS

We will be welcoming New Members into our church community on Sunday, February 5th during the worship service. If you are interested in Membership, please speak with Rev Bill.
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ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE


Join us on Wednesday evening February 22nd at 6:00 PM as we share a 
simple supper of Soup and Bread followed by our Ash Wednesday Worship
 Service at 7:00 PM as we enter the season of Lent.  Originating in the 
fourth century of the church, the season of Lent spans 40 weekdays 
beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending during Holy Week with Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday), Good Friday, and concluding Saturday before Easter. Originally, Lent was the time of preparation for those who were to be baptized, a time of concentrated study and prayer before their baptism at the Easter Vigil, the celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord early on Easter Sunday. But since these new members were to be received into a living community of Faith, the entire community was called to preparation. Also, this was the time when those who had been separated from the Church would prepare to rejoin the community.

Today, Lent is marked by a time of prayer and preparation to celebrate Easter. Since Sundays celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, the six Sundays that occur during Lent are not counted as part of the 40 days of Lent, and are referred to as the Sundays in Lent. The number 40 is connected with many biblical events, but especially with the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for His ministry by facing the temptations that could lead him to abandon his mission and calling. Christians today use this period of time for introspection, self examination, and repentance. This season of the year is equal only to the Season of Advent in importance in the Christian year.
Ash Wednesday, contd.
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Lent has traditionally been marked by penitential prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Some churches today still observe a rigid schedule of fasting on certain days during Lent, especially the giving up of meat, alcohol, sweets, and other types of food. Other traditions do not place as great an emphasis on fasting, but focus on charitable deeds, especially helping those in physical need with food and clothing, or simply the giving of money to charities. Most Christian churches that observe Lent at all focus on it as a time of prayer, especially penance, repenting for failures and sin as a way to focus on the need for God’s grace. It is really a preparation to celebrate God’s marvelous salvation at Easter, and the resurrected life that we live, and hope for, as Christians.
    In our classroom                           .
 CE, Adult Ed, Bible Study, Steepletop, Sunday School, Confirmation
STEEPLETOPICS

The New Year has begun. Students and teachers are engaged in many activities. Students are working on crafts and daily work that involve winter sports: sledding, skiing, skating, making snowmen as well as others. One of our special days is "opposite" day where children experience a change in schedule as well as mismatched clothes. February is dental month as well as "heart" month and we will be busy with Valentine's Day crafts and a visit from a local dentist. 
      
Our day with Santa was very successful and attended by the kids' parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles. We hope you all had a great holiday season and we all look forward to a happy and healthy new year.

   In our work                                     .  
   Committees 










FROM THE DIACONATE

February’s Devotional – “Carry the Momentum”
As we move farther into the New Year, we begin to think of other things and our minds forget about the promises we made to ourselves at the start of the new year - the promises to improve things for the better and be there for those who need our love and compassion the most. Through God, we carry the momentum that we had at the beginning of January to help us grow as Christians.  Amen.
Here are some highlights from the January Diaconate meeting:

· A big THANK YOU to Jane Provencal for her 6 years of service as a Deacon!!  Enjoy your time off Jane!!

· Greeter Signup – We will soon be placing Greeter Sign Up sheets in the black Welcome Books in each pew.  Being a Greeter is not only fun, but also a great way to serve your church!

· Now Hiring!  Interested in learning more about being a Deacon and the process of filling vacancies?  Please see any Deacon or email one of the co-chairs per their contact information at the end;
Diaconate, contd.








    February 2012 -5-

· We are always looking for Acolytes!  Please email Judy at ja_boucher@comcast.net to sign up.

· Altar Flowers:  If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar, please contact Peggy at the office.  You are welcome to take the flowers home after service or you may ask a Deacon to donate them to a shut-in.

· We are encouraging ALL congregational members to wear their name tags on Sundays as we have many new faces that would like to know who you are.

· Transportation to Church Needed?  If anyone has a need for transportation to church or a church function (e.g. church dinners/suppers), please contact the church office or a Deacon. 

Prayer List

Please help us keep the prayer list current.  You may contact Rev Bill or Peggy to let them know when someone needs to be added or removed from the list or needs a visit or call from Rev Bill.  

Worship Coordinators & Greeters for February

Worship Coordinators: Bob Frey and Gene Boucher

Greeters: The Missions Committee

As always, please contact a member of the Diaconate with any questions, comments, or suggestions.  Diaconate Co-Chairs Judy Boucher and Bob Frey can be reached at ja_boucher@comcast.net and nhfreys@myfairpoint.net. 
   In our ministry                                .  
 Missions, Youth Ministry, Conference and UCC News 
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MISSION COMMITTEE NEWS




We enter 2012 with a sense of excitement about mission opportunities that
 await us in the coming year and thankful for the great congregational 
support for missions that was so evident during 2011.  As a follow-up to 
the collection of care packages that occurred during December, we felt 
that holding on to the abundance of goodies that were donated for any 
length of time would not be consistent with the intent of the givers.  
Thanks to a lead from Hope Christie, we contacted a group called the 
Pease Greeters, which assembles and sends care packages to service men and women serving overseas, and delivered most of the remaining care package material that we collected to them for distribution.  We retained enough of the donations to still provide some care packages to service people that we are made aware of or to those that we sent packages to in December that could use another moral boost in the next few months.  Suggestions for specific potential recipients would be welcome by the Mission Committee.

In January, we were concerned that one of our major hands on mission initiatives, the Wish Project, no longer would have volunteer nights on Monday, and this popular opportunity might have had to be reworked to accommodate this change.  However, we were recently informed that Monday evening volunteer opportunities would be continued starting in February.   Our night is the first Monday of 
Mission, contd.
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each month and we either meet at the Wish Project warehouse in Lowell at 6 PM or at the church at 5:30 PM.  Ask Ron or Deb Schneider or anyone on the Mission Committee for details.

During late 2011, we decided to discontinue our commitment to the Sonshine Soup Kitchen in Derry.  The designated time slot (2:30 PM to about 5 or 6 PM) was difficult to accommodate for potential volunteers.  We have some solid leads on an alternative hands on mission opportunity and once we firm up the details, we will let you know what that is.  Stay tuned!

Finally, one of our key Mission Committee members will be stepping down effective as of the annual meeting, Maureen Ferguson.  We will all miss her great contributions to our committee, but know that she will continue the wonderful mission work that she has been so active with since she came to our church with RB.  Thanks Maureen for all you do and the inspiration you provide to so many of us!
YOUTH GROUP NEWS

JUNIOR HIGH
Our membership has grown tremendously this year as we have welcomed so 
many new kids to our program; we are averaging 22 kids at each meeting 
which is exciting. New Advisors Bethany Murphy and Sandy and Steve 
Blanchard are doing an awesome job leading the pack with many helpers as 
well! We are preparing for our first Junior High Ski Overnight to Cranmore 
on February 29th – March1, skiing all day and staying at the American Hostel in Conway at night. If any Junior High member has not signed up yet, please speak with RB to add your name or be placed on a waiting list.
SENIOR HIGH

Our Senior High Group has been hard at work developing the theme for an incredible Youth Sunday soon. The ideas are so much fun and exciting and point to their understanding of God’s presence in their lives. We have some great news about our Mission trips for 2012 and 2013. In 2012 we will be traveling to 6 States in 6 Days, working in various Mission sites in each state. In 2013 we will be heading out to Biloxi, Mississippi to the Back Bay Mission of the UCC. The great news is that we can take up to 30 people, so there will be openings for adults to come along as well to share these special trips with our High School kids!

Both Youth Groups will once again be selling Sub Sandwiches for Super Bowl Sunday with proceeds going to help defray the costs of their trips. We thank you in advance for your support in their fundraising!
SUPER BOWL SUB SUNDAY

Don’t forget to place your orders for your Super Bowl Subs.  This year the Youth Groups are offering roast beef, turkey and Italian subs.  Speak to any member of the Junior or Senior Youth Groups or stop by the church office.  Subs are $5.00 each and may be picked up on Sunday, February 5th.
   In our community                          .
 Community news, Women’s Fellowship, 
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5th ANNUAL ALL CHURCH TALENT SHOW ~ MARCH 17th

Join us on Saturday Night March 17th for our popular Talent Show featuring Friends and members of our church. The meal will be a Pasta Dinner prepared and presented by our Youth Group members for a donation to their Youth Group fund. Following the meal, all are welcome to sign up to share their talents with us! In the past we have had Singers, Dancers, Comedy Acts, Musicians and more, both young and ”not so young”!

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP






On Sunday, Feb. 12, we will hold our Valentine’s Day Bake Sale.  Come and 
buy some goodies for a special someone – or for yourself!  Proceeds, as always, 
go to our mission projects.

 

At our monthly meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 28, we will assemble Hygiene Kits
 for Church World Service.  These are sent to people in areas suffering from disasters, violence, and poverty.  They can mean the difference between sickness and health for struggling families.  The congregation is invited to help by bringing any or all of the items on this list, or by contributing money.  There will be collection boxes in Fellowship Hall.  Thank you so much for helping.

 

Contents of Hygiene Kit:
-One hand towel approx, 16” x 28”(no fingertip or bath towels)
 -One washcloth         
-One nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards)
 -One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper)
Women’s Fellowship, contd.
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 -One toothbrush (in original packaging)
 -6 Band-Aids
-One wide tooth comb

CWS requests NO toothpaste.

 

Please come Feb. 28 and help us assemble the kits.  We will have coffee and goodies too!

 

Cheryl Koch
DAFFODIL SUNDAY ~ 2012




Sponsored By Women’s Fellowship

Get ready for spring by ordering a bouquet of beautiful daffodils to support 
the American Cancer Society. We all know someone, or have ourselves, 
been touched by cancer. Together we can make a difference!

We invite you to join us in this opportunity to purchase the flowers at our church.  Cash donations will also be accepted.
Orders must be in by Sunday, February 26th. Please use the order form below and return it to the office with your payment (checks should be made out to The First Congregational Church).  Your flowers will be available for you to pick up the morning of March 25th, Daffodil Sunday.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I wish to order #_____ bunches of Daffodils @ $10.00 per bunch.

I wish to order #_____ Limited Edition Boyd’s Daffodil Bear with its own bunch of 10 fresh daffodils for $25.00 per set.

I wish to order #_____ pots of Daffodil bulbs @ $15.00 per pot.

I wish to donate $____ to American Cancer Society.

Name:____________________________

Total Enclosed:_____________________ 

February 2012
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Quite a goal for our little, mid size church isn’t it? When faced with such a grand goal, how we get there is important, what objectives we use to allow us to be successful are important to develop. And the more these words are contagious and the more we use them, we find ourselves behaving differently.  One person approached me and asked “What does Radical Hospitality mean?”. I answered “What does it mean to you?” The answer I got was wonderful. He said, “To me it means that no matter who you are, you are welcome here and will find like-minded souls of love to welcome you” 





WOW!





That is how we change people one person at a time!





Schnase has other Practices as well. The practice of Passionate Worship, of Intentional Faith Development, of Risk Taking Mission and Service and Extravagant Generosity are all signs of a healthy congregation.  As we approach the season of Lent, I suggest you spend some time in thought and prayer thinking about these practices and putting them to use. One way to begin is to complete the Membership Survey that was distributed last month as we attempt to set up goals and objectives for the years to come, guided by these practices.  Some we do well, others we can do better! It is an exciting time for us to dream and act so others know what we have found: That God works through each one of us in unexpected ways as we practice RADICAL LOVE for all who come through into our presence! Be a part of the dreaming and join us!





Peace and Blessings.


RB


 











About us





3 Main Street


PO Box 847


Pelham, NH 03076


Phone: 603-635-7025


Fax: 603 635-1134


�HYPERLINK "http://www.pelhamucc.org"�www.pelhamucc.org�


E-Mail – �HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�


“Like us” on Face book!





SUNDAY WORSHIP


10:00 A.M.   September – June


  9:30 A.M.   July and August


 Child Care and Sunday School 





OFFICE HOURS


8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.





Rev. Bill Ferguson – Pastor (�HYPERLINK "mailto:revbill819@gmail.com"�revbill819@gmail.com�)





Peggy Murphy – Office Administrator (�HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�)





Tom Seniow – Music Director


Sue Howard – Organist





OUR CHURCH COVENANT


We covenant one with another to seek and respond to the Word and Will of God.  It is our purpose to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the mission of this church to be witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world, while worshiping God, and striving for truth, justice and peace.  As did our ancestors, we depend on the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us.  We pray for the coming of the Realm of God, and we look with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life.








FIRST FOLKS								





Jillian Boland and D. Jonathan Roberts were married at the Mount 


Washington Hotel on November 5th.  Jillian is the daughter of Kim and


 Russ Boland.  The newlyweds are now living in the Washington DC area.





We send condolences to: Fran Chadwick on the death of her niece, 


Joanne Roberts; the Edwards family on the death of Donna’s mother and


 father - Doris (December 31st) and father William (January 7th) Horton.





Special Get Well Wishes to: Barbara Burton, Ed Shiebler, Josh Clark.
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GREAT NEWS


 


On January 6, 2012, our church received a $7500 Grant from the Ella F. Anderson Trust for Parking Lot Renovations. We thank the Trustees of the Ella Anderson Trust and have asked the Trustees to meet all the compliances of the award. 





Ella F. Anderson, late of Nashua, New Hampshire, established the Anderson Trust in 2003 which directs its Trustees to follow “that the balance of the trust’s net income shall be paid at annually to at least 10 such churches and such deserving charitable associations or societies in New Hampshire, preferable in the city of Nashua, and only to Protestant or non-sectarian organizations.” As we applied for the grant, our application noted our tremendous church growth, our charitable good works and the need for a larger parking area to accommodate our growth and service! It is truly an honor and a blessing to be recognized by the Trustees of the Anderson Trust and we thank them for their generosity.
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