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The Pastor’s Desk                                                             
THE WORD BECAME FLESH

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:1-5, 14.
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in our worship                                .                  
 Worship news, prayers, joys and concerns
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From The Pastor’s Desk, contd.

I hear many people say “We’re going to have Christmas at _______’s house, and then we’ll have Christmas at _______’s house and then at _______’s party and then…” What do we mean when we say that? Is Christmas something we “have”? 

No, when we speak of “having Christmas,” we’re talking about the gifts. When you “have” the gifts you “have” Christmas. I invite you to change your vocabulary this year. Make a tradition in your home that Christmas is not “had” but it is celebrated. Worship God together. Sing songs together. Remember Jesus; God made flesh for us. Remember what that Child would eventually do for you on the cross. Don’t forget to say “Thank-you.” All are proven “Stress-busters” when we celebrate and not “have”.

Who knows, maybe a new tradition will develop in your family. Rather than “having Christmas,” perhaps Christmas will have you.

On behalf of Maureen, John, Daniel and Andrew, we wish you a most blessed and Merry Christmas and Joyous of New Years!

Rev. Bill
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2011 POINSETTIA ORDERS  




                              Help us decorate

                              our sanctuary for 

                              Christmas!

         Poinsettia orders are 

         now being accepted.

 

         Orders will be accepted 

                              on a first come,         

                              first serve basis until we 

                              sell out.  You may

                              put your order in the 

                              collection box or mail   

                              it directly to the church 

                               office (PO Box 847).

                             Please indicate the number 

of poinsettias that you wish to order. The cost

is $13.00 each.  Payment must accompany 

your order. Please make your check payable to: 

The First Congregational Church.

    In our classroom                           .
 CE, Adult Ed, Bible Study, Steepletop, Sunday School, Confirmation
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD
Hello all and welcome to the Advent season.  The CE Board has many events scheduled for our Sunday School children in the month of December.

First is the Advent Workshop after the service on December 4.  There will be snacks and various craft tables for the entire family.  Please plan to stay for an hour or so after service to participate.  We are looking for families to sponsor Advent craft tables.  All you creative folks (and not so creative folks, like me) please see any member of the CE Board to volunteer.

The big event of the season is the annual Christmas Pageant to be held in conjunction with the Christmas Cantata on December 18.  Please plan to have your child to church by 9:15 AM to get into costume.  Again we are looking for volunteers that day to help children into costume and get them into and out of the Pageant "on cue".  

There will be no Sunday School on Christmas Sunday, but we hope to see all the children and their families at either the Family Christmas Eve service at 6:30PM or at the traditional Christmas Eve service at 10:30PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Maryanne Masterson

   In our work                                     .  
   Committees 
FROM THE DIACONATE

December’s Devotional – Someone Out There

People have said that some relative or friend, a pastor, a child, a stranger, someone out there, was "an angel" to them. What I understand them to mean is that this person was sent to them in that precise moment when they were most needed. Out of nowhere, and with no prompting, they appeared or called or sent a book or wrote a letter or prayed a powerful prayer.  O God, thank you 
Diaconate, contd.
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for the angels among us and we pray for your guidance in our being angels for those in need in our lives. Amen.
Here are some highlights from the November Diaconate meeting:

· Our Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service will be at 7PM on Wednesday 11/23.  St. Patrick’s Catholic Church and the New England Pentecostal Church will be joining us in celebration.  If you are able, please bring a plate of finger foods to share for fellowship after the service!!

· We are always looking for Acolytes!  Please email Judy at ja_boucher@comcast.net to sign up.

· Christmas Service Schedule:

· December 18th: Pageant and Cantata Service, 10AM; 

· Christmas Eve Family Service: 6:30PM

· Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols Service: 10:30PM

· Christmas Day Service: 10AM

· Altar Flowers:  If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar, please contact Peggy at the office.  You are welcome to take the flowers home after service or you may ask a Deacon to donate them to a shut-in.

· We are encouraging ALL congregational members to wear their name tags on Sundays as we have many new faces that would like to know who you are.

· Transportation to Church Needed?  If anyone has a need for transportation to church or a church function (e.g. church dinners/suppers), please contact the church office or a Deacon. 

Prayer List

Please help us keep the prayer list current.  You may contact Rev Bill or Peggy to let them know when someone needs to be added or removed from the list or needs a visit or call from Rev Bill.  

Worship Coordinators & Greeters

The Worship Coordinators for December are Judy Boucher and Bob Diack.  Our greeters for December are members of the Diaconate. 

As always, please contact a member of the Diaconate with any questions, comments, or suggestions.  Diaconate Co-Chairs Judy Boucher and Bob Diack can be reached at ja_boucher@comcast.net and bdiack@cio.com. 

   In our community                          .
 Community news, Women’s Fellowship,                                
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   In our ministry                                .  
 Missions, Youth Ministry, Conference and UCC News
YOUTH GROUP NEWS


Our youth groups have been very busy over the past two months! Thank you to all who supported the Apple Pie Sale in October. Almost $300 was raised to support our Youth Group Programming.
JR HIGH  Our Jr. High group, under the capable leadership of Bethany Murphy, Sandy Blanchard and other volunteers, has a new excitement and lots of kids! From Apple picking and group games to bonding as a group, the kids are bringing a new excitement to our Sundays! 

SR HIGH – Our Mission Trip for 2012 is being firmed up as we speak, with choices between New York upstate and the city in discussion. We thank all who support our kids on their mission thinking. The group did an awesome job making the Apple pies, and participated in some group building meetings as well.

CHURCH GUINNESS GAMES RECORDS – The following  Events were among many that set the standard for future groups to challenge; Chubby Bunny, Spaghetti Strand Building, Book, Ball and Coin Balance, Cotton Ball Run and More! Congrats to the winners!
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MISSION 1 :That All May Be One 

Last month the United Church of Christ sponsored the Mission 1 Project, to raise awareness, advocacy and funds to support Hunger Awareness and action! As a UCC Church, we were very active in the program and can stand proudly to say that we helped support this initiative!
As of Novemeber 12, the totals were;

Goal – 1 Million Food Items – Donated – 1,185, 866 – Pelham UCC – 335

Goal – 11,111 Letters to Congress- Donated – 33, 395 –Pelham UCC-220

Goal --  Neighbors in Need Offerring- $111,111 – Donated $91,465 – Pelham UCC $1000.

On Saturday evening November 5th, members and friends of our church gathered to celebrate community and fellowship with a wonderful Harvest Supper.  As we tried to recover from the Halloween Snowstorm and struggled and felt torn with a re-scheduled Trick-or-Treat night, the food was a wonderful remedy; turkeys prepared by the Mission Committee filled the air with that special Holiday aroma; donated homemade foods of squash, mashed potatoes, green beans, carrots and breads all added to our holiday table. The decorations pointed us to the feeling of home as we all had our fill!  And, as this was a fundraiser to support the UCC Mission 1 project, almost $1000 was collected to support the event, as well as over 200 signed letters for local Congress members and Representatives to be aware of the needs of the people in our world affected by hunger and poverty as they prepare their local budgets. We also collected over 330 Food items for the Pelham Food pantry! 

What a generous evening! Thank you to all who prepared for its success!

On 11/11/11, three Confirmation Class members, Alison Blanchard, Colin Duff-Marsh and Mark Edwards, along with Chaperones Phil LaChance, Maureen Ferguson and RB, went  into Boston for the day for a Congregational History Tour and to attend the Service of Blessing and Celebration of Mission 1 at the Old South Church UCC. What an experence in worship. Old South Church is an incredible example of Gothic arcitecture, massive in its worship space, yet warm enough to feel like home. The Pastor of the church, Rev. Nancy Taylor, warmly welcomed us to the church and when the worship began, live-strearmed over the Internet, we all felt blessed “As One”. Whirling ribbons were waved over the congregation by members of the procession, as if the Spirit was showing its presence. The opening hymn, calling for Love like Rain from heaven, was highlighted by thousands of flower petals dropped from the ceiling above the worship space, gentley floating down on all who gathered. A wonderful cellist and organist filled the air with incredible music, as did a beautiful quartet.  The message offered by Rev. J. Bennett Guess, a national officer of the United Church of Christ, stressed the goal of “One-ness” and “Blessing” as the world comes together to tackle the needs of the world, regardless of denomination, race, ethnicity, or geography. It was truly a wonderful experience.
Thank you to all who contributed to this challenge. You can watch the repeat of the Worship Service from Old South Church at www.ucc.ord/misson1/live.html 
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“Pastor oversleeps for Christmas”


LULEA, Sweden, Dec. 27 (UPI) -- Members of a Swedish church said they conducted their own Christmas service when the pastor overslept.





Parishioners at Lulea Cathedral in the northern city of Lulea said they were unable to reach duty pastor Stefan Widman on Christmas morning so churchwardens Georg Johansson and Hans Brusevitz stepped in to read the Christmas gospel and the Lord's Prayer, The Local reported Monday.





Widman said he awoke and arrived at the church just as members were having their post-service coffee. "In the church hall, when I asked for forgiveness for the whole thing, I was told that it is human to oversleep. And I have rarely had such nice discussions with people," Widman said.





MY WORST NIGHTMARE! And when it comes to holidays and special events between Advent and the New Year, the anxiety level rises. We live in a world that really does not handle stress well. But it is part of our lives. We have no choice but to develop strategies to live our lives with all the joys and stress we encounter. 





According to the church year, Christmas doesn’t technically begin until December 25th.  It’s Advent that begins after Thanksgiving. But since when did “corporate America” follow the church year? (According to the retail year it begins in August!) “Christmas time” has begun with all its craziness and stress. And in the midst of all of that we remember why we celebrate Christmas in the first place. This is where our Christian traditions come in.





I get busier during this time because we follow traditions of holding two services on Christmas Eve.  This year Christmas Day falls on a Sunday and the Diaconate has prayerfully and, I believe, rightly chosen that there will be a Service on Christmas Sunday. I would like to strongly encourage you to attend the Christmas services. I know with the family traditions and the cooking and the preparing for parties, we are busy. But I encourage you to be busy also remembering the reason for Christmas!





On Christmas Eve we’ll let the carols tell the story as we sing to our newborn Savior. On Christmas Day our joyous worship should burst out of the walls of our Meetinghouse and ring through our neighborhood.  We are going to HAVE CHRISTMAS ON CHRISTMAS!                                                                     
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About us





3 Main Street


PO Box 847


Pelham, NH 03076


Phone: 603-635-7025


Fax: 603 635-1134


�HYPERLINK "http://www.pelhamucc.org"�www.pelhamucc.org�


E-Mail – �HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�


“Like us” on Face book!





SUNDAY WORSHIP


10:00 A.M.   September – June


  9:30 A.M.   July and August


 Child Care and Sunday School 





OFFICE HOURS


8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.





Rev. Bill Ferguson – Pastor (�HYPERLINK "mailto:revbill819@gmail.com"�revbill819@gmail.com�)





Peggy Murphy – Office Administrator (�HYPERLINK "mailto:office@pelhamucc.org"�office@pelhamucc.org�)





Tom Seniow – Music Director


Sue Howard – Organist





OUR CHURCH COVENANT


We covenant one with another to seek and respond to the Word and Will of God.  It is our purpose to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the mission of this church to be witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world, while worshiping God, and striving for truth, justice and peace.  As did our ancestors, we depend on the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us.  We pray for the coming of the Realm of God, and we look with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life.








�





�





CHRISTMAS IS COMING!


HANGING OF THE GREENS


November 26th at 5:00 PM we will be decorating the church for Advent and                                                                      Christmas! Many hands means faster work and lighter loads as we work to


                    unload the barn, put up the wreaths and garland, set up the outside crèche, and find


                    the candles and the decorations! Please help us out! 





ADVENT WORKSHOP


December 4th following worship, we will have our annual Advent Workshop in Fellowship Hall. All are invited to gather and make Christmas crafts and decorations to bring home.  Hope to see you there!





CHRISTMAS CANTATA & PAGEANT


December 18 – Join us for a special celebration of music and fun as we                                                             enjoy the return of the Christmas Pageant and join with the beautiful singing of the Christmas Choir! 





CHRISTMAS EVE


  Our Christmas Eve Services will be at 6:30 PM (Family Service) and 10:30 PM (Lessons and Carols). We hope you and your family will plan to begin your Christmas celebration by joining us at one (or both) of these services. 
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FIRST FOLKS





We send our condolences to Stan & Sue Mikutel and their family on the   


Death of Stan’s mother, Doris Mikutel.





We also send condolences to Geri & Tony Pellegrini on the death 


of Tony’s sister, Katherine Joyce.





Pauline Hartz died November 11th.  We send condolences to the Hartz, Gorfine and Frechette Families.





On November 13th, we celebrated the baptism of Stella Dorothy Babcock, daughter of Jaclyn & Matthew Babcock, great granddaughter of Dot Hill.  Congratulations to Stella and her family.











2011 POINSETTIA ORDER FORM





Your name:___________________________


(How you would like to be listed in the Christmas Eve Bulletin)





Number Of Plants:_____     





Amount Enclosed:_____





Please dedicate my plants:





In Memory Of:___________________________





In Honor Of:_____________________________





You may take your poinsettia(s) home after the 10:30 PM Christmas Eve service.
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CONFIRMATION CLASS





 Our Confirmation Class has been meeting every other Sunday Morning at 8:00 AM to learn and explore their faith journeys with RB and leader, Joe Calabro, as well as volunteers from the various Boards, Committees and membership of the church. The new curriculum allows us to invite New Parents to our Baptism discussion, for example, and Deacons to our Communion discussion etc! 13 Young people are enrolled in our Confirmation program.








WHAT IS PPRC?





The Pastor Parish Relations Committee is made up of 6 members of the congregation. At the present time, its members include Susan Collins, Steve Blanchard, Elaine & Don Hornbeck, Bonnie Moore and Warren Leuteritz.





Our main purpose is to be a catalyst between the congregation and the pastor and act as a support system for both. Whatever questions, concerns or thoughts you may have may be brought to any one of us.  The conversation will be held in the strictest confidence.





It is our goal to ensure an open and healthy relationship between the pastor and the congregation.








PELHAM GOOD NEIGHBORS ~ CHRISTMAS DRIVE





REMINDER:  If you took a gift tag from our Christmas gift board, please   


have your gifts turned in at the church office (unwrapped) no later than 


Sunday, December 11th.  Remember to attach your original gift tag 


(so we will know where it goes!) and the receipt, if you have it.  


There is already a drop-box in Fellowship Hall where you may leave your gift.
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FESTIVAL OF TREES  ~ November 25th - December 3rd





The First Congregational Church will once again be well represented at Pelham’s Third Annual Festival of Trees.  Our theme this year is “Heifer International and Children Around The World.”  We hope you will stop by and check out our beautiful tree.  Thank you to all those who helped make our tree a success.





Also, on Tuesday, November 29th, from 6:30 – 7:30 PM, our English Handbell Choir will be playing.








